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Editorial... 


Thank you 
The past few months have witnessed a massive 
anti-fascist campaign. The sheer scale and extent of 
the campaign dwarfed anything else in recent 
years. There might have been bigger single 
mobilisations, such as Cable Street, but nothing 
that matched the intensity of the recent campaign. 

The statistics speak for themselves. Between the 
beginning of April and polling day the HOPE not 
hate campaign distributed 3.4 million newspapers 
and leaflets, 1.6 million in the North West alone. 
Thousands of people got involved in the campaign, 
many for the very first time. Our media strategy 
prevented the BNP from exploiting the expenses 
scandal and we placed anti-BNP stories in the press 
on a daily basis. Over 2,500 people contributed to 
our campaign. Our eve-of-poll email went out 
to 600,000 people, making it the largest single 
political email in UK history. Our email database 
now stands at 115,000, the largest and most active 
political list in the UK at the moment. 

The BNP has two MEPs but in many ways 
the anti-BNP campaign won. Some predicted 
that the BNP would win as many as seven seats. 
That it didn’t was down to the hard work of anti- 
fascists around the country. Even Nick Griffin, the 
party leader, only just sneaked in by 1,200 votes. 
In the end we were let down by the political parties 
and our MPs. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who got involved. The BNP won two 
European seats but we have a stronger campaign as 
a result. We will now channel the outpouring of 
anger at the BNP victory to ensure that this is a 
temporary defeat. I hope you will continue to 
support us in the future. 


Unity where possible, debate where 
necessary 

Over the past few weeks Searchlight has been 
critical of some tactics used by other anti-fascists. 
We believe that some things that might have 
worked in the past are now at best ineffective and 
at worst counter-productive. 

Many have welcomed our intervention, others 
have been concerned about voicing criticism 
in public. 

We now need to devote time to discussing how 
we go forward. Of course we want unity, and we 
will agree to it where it is the right thing to do, but 
at the same time we need to recognise that 
erroneous tactics will set us back. The stakes are 
just too high. 

Searchlight is opening a debate to which we 
hope others will respond in our next issue. Let us 
use the summer for a period of comradely 
discussion and debate and then, in September, 
move forward together with a clear agenda. ~< 
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Far-right results in the 
European election 


Fourteen countries elected 37 far-right 
MEPs. Ten came from five former 
Communist states, the rest from western 
Europe. Percentage votes obtained by 
individual fascist parties ranged from 
below 1% for several of them to 17% for 
the Dutch Freedom Party. On these 
pages we list the vote and percentages 
fora disparate set of parties identified UK British National Party: 


European 
election 


overview 
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population 5.3 million 


population 9.2 million 13 seats 


18 seats 
@ Real Finns 
162,571 votes | 9.8% 
1 elected 


@ Sweden Democrats 
| 99,879 votes | 3.3% 
| None elected 


@ National Democrats 
1,329 votes | 0.04% 
None elected 


FINLAND Real Finns: 
Timo Juhani Soini 


=m Sweden National 


population 2.2 million 


\ 8 seats 


58,997 votes | .45% 
1 elected 


@ For Fatherland and Freedom 


& Osipova Party 
2,101 votes | 0.27% 
None elected 


Democratic Party 
57 votes | 0.00% 
None elected 


DENMARK Danish People’s 
Party: Anna Rosbach and 
Morten Messerschmidt 


POLAND 


population 38.1 million 
50 seats 


@ Danish People’s Party 
357,776 votes | 15.3%. 
2 elected 


@ Libertas (formerly 
League of Polish 
Families) 

83,000 votes | 1.14 % 


None elected 


population 82.0 million 
99 seats 


‘'/ Republican Party 
347,897 votes | 1.3% 
None elected 


@ Solidarity Citizens 
Movement 


| 10,926 votes | 0.0% 
| None elected 


population 2.0 million 
7 seats 


@ Slovene National Party 


lm German People’s 
Union 


111,631 votes | 0.4 % 
None electe 


@ All for Latvia 
22,240 votes | 2.81 
None elected 


LITHUANIA 


population 3.5 million 
12 seats 


@ Lithuanian Centre Party 
16,962 votes | 3.09% 
None elected 


population 5.3 million 
13 seats 


& Slovak National Party 


45,960 votes | 5.55% 


1 elected 


ROMANIA Greater 
Romania Party: 
Gigi Becali 


LATVIA For 
Fatherland and 
Freedom: 


Dr Roberts Zile 


ROMANIA 


21.5 million 
33 seats 


® Greater Romania Party 


419,094 votes | 8.7% 
3 elected ¢ 


BULGARIA 
HUNGARY population 7.6 million 
population 10.1 million - seats 
ae HUNGARY Jobbik: Krisztina Morvai, & Attack 


n Balezo 


elected 


308,052 votes | 11.96% i 
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population 0.4 


million. 
5 seats 


= Imperium Europa 


Ruben Attard 85 
votes (first count) 


Norman Lowell 
4,266 (18th count) 


1.47% 
Not elected 


ITALY Northern League : 
Umberto Bossi, Mario Borghezio 
and Matteo Salvini 


@ Jobbik Csanad Szegedi and Zolta 
| 427,213 votes | 14.77% 
lemish Interest: 3 elected ur ad 


population 60.0 million 
72 seats 


@ New Force 
146,619 votes | 0.47% 
None elected 


@& Tricolour Flame 
244,982 votes | 0.79% _ 
None elected : 


@ Northern League. 


3,126,915 votes | 10.2% 


9 elected 


population11.2 million 
22 seats / 


@ Popular Orthodox 
Rally (LAOS) 

366,615 votes | 7.2% 

2 elected 


" & Golden Dawn 
23,566 votes | 0.46 GREECE LAOS: 
None elected Georgios 
Georgiou 
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Euro election 2009 


By Graeme Atkinson 


ere were some winners, some 

notable losers, but overall no 

surprises for the extreme right in 

the European Parliamentary 

election, in which 375 million people in 

27 countries were eligible to vote for the 
parties to fill the 785 seats. 

In general, the results signify a 
retrenchment rather than a radical- 
isation of the right. Conservative parties 
profited both from the failure of the left 
to come up with coherent answers to 
the economic crisis and from varying 
degrees of political disarray in EU 
member states. 

If anything, it was “local national 
circumstances” and the far right’s 
traditional themes of racism and 
immigration — or more accurately public 
concern and fears over it — that 
generated much of its vote. Many of the 
right-wing extremists standing had 
nothing to say about the economy, 
climate change or any of the other 
pressing issues. Unfortunately, as usual, 
over-excited media looked at the far 
right’s showing and hyperventilated 
about a surge forward for right-wing 
extremism without stopping to analyse 
the results properly or even, in many 
cases, to point out that the far right won 
only 37 seats in the whole parliament. 

The undoubted far-right winners of 
the election were Geert Wilders and his 
anti-Islamic and bitterly anti-EU Party 
for Freedom, which grabbed 17% of the 
vote in the Netherlands and catapulted 
itself into the position of the country’s 
second strongest party. It will occupy 
four European seats. 

Another high scorer was the anti- 
immigrant, Islamophobic Danish 
People’s Party (DFP), whose vote 
rocketed from 6.8% in 2004 to just over 
15% this time, enabling it to double its 
seats from one to two. 

Matching the DFP’s success and 
coming from just 0.5% in 2004 was 
Finland’s bizarre right-wing populist 
True Finns party, which got one person 
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Dutch right-wing politicians Geert Wilders (left) and Barry Madlener of the Freedom Party 
celebrate their party’s result in the European election in The Hague 


elected, taking almost 10% of the 
vote on its own and nearly 14% 
jointly with its alliance partner the 
Christian Democrats. 

Italy’s right-wing regionalist and 
racist Northern League won 3,126,915 
votes, amounting to 10.2%, and nine 
parliamentary seats. It was not all plain 
sailing for the Italian far right, however, 
because the fascist Fiamma Tricolore 
and Nick Griffin's convicted terrorist 
friend Roberto Fiore lost their seats and 
a very valuable cash lifeline. 

The far-right star in eastern Europe 
was Jobbik, Hungary’s nazi party, which 
ran a virulently racist campaign against 
so-called “gypsy criminality”. In the 
run-up to polling day Krisztina Morvai, 
one of Jobbik’s leading candidates, 
spread vile racist and anti-Jewish abuse 
on the internet. That 427,000 people, 
14.8% of the poll, voted for this 
party, whose uniformed private army 
swaggers through the streets in flagrant 
defiance of the law, disproves any 


suggestion that its supporters were 
simply making a protest. Jobbik is one 
of the British National Party’s closest 
allies in Europe, which says much about 
the BNP’s true nature. 

The parties that passed the 10% mark 
were obviously the big winners, but 
there were also smaller successes. 
Among them is the BNP, of course, 
which will be represented by Griffin, 
the BNP leader, and his henchman 
Andrew Brons, whose early political 
career in an organisation the members 
of which burned down synagogues in 
the 1960s makes him eminently suitable 
for the task of building alliances with 
the likes of Jobbik. 

Elsewhere, the smaller winners 
represented a patchwork of the varieties 
of fascist, racist, Islamophobic, homo- 


. phobic and antisemitic bigotry that can 


be found across Europe. The Greek 
fascists of LAOS (Popular Orthodox 
Rally) came in with two seats on the 
strength of 366,000 votes or 7.2%. 


nounity for far right 


In Slovakia and Romania, ultra-nation- 
alists won their first seats in European 
Parliamentary elections, one for the 
Slovak National Party and three for 
the Greater Romania Party. 

The Greater Romania Party was the 
centre of controversy in 2007 when its 
five MEPs, who were allocated their 
seats on Romania’s accession to the EU 
but lost them in a subsequent election, 
split from the fascist Identity, Tradition 
and Sovereignty group in the European 
Parliament after being racially insulted 
by Alessandra Mussolini, an Italian 
MEP and granddaughter of the fascist 
dictator Benito Mussolini. 

In Bulgaria, which joined the EU 
on 1 January 2007 alongside Romania, 
the anti-EU and_ ultra-nationalist 
Ataka party won two seats. One of its 
main campaigns was a propaganda 
offensive against Bulgaria’ ethnic 
Turkish minority. 

The far right also had its losers. 
Top of the list was the League of Polish 
Families, which took ten seats in 2004. 
This time, the party threw in its lot with 
Libertas, the pan-European right-wing 


populist party founded by the Irish 
multi-millionaire Declan Ganley, but 
came unstuck, scoring an abysmal 1.1% 
and losing all its seats. The achievement 
in Poland was equalled in Germany, 
Spain, Portugal, Sweden and Slovenia 
where the far right emerged empty- 
handed. Likewise in the Czech Republic, 
the BNP’s friends in the Czech 
National Party — who called in May for 
“a final solution to the Gypsy issue” 
could not even pass the 1% mark. 

In France and Belgium, Europe’s two 
most professionally organised extreme- 
right parties, the National Front (FN) 
and Flemish Interest (VB), came 
unstuck. Both lost seats and probably a 
degree of political influence among 
their fellow extremists. The FN, 
fighting financial meltdown and torn 
apart by fierce rows over who will 
succeed its veteran leader, Jean-Marie 
Le Pen, lost four of its previous seven 
seats while the VB watched its support 
ebb away to its main rival on the right, 
the more moderate, populist Dedecker 
List, losing one of its three seats. 

Where this leaves the far right with 
its 37 seats won on a combined 
10,073,000 votes is uncertain. At the 
time of writing the DFP, the Austrian 
Freedom Party (FPO), which got two 
seats, the FN, the VB, Ataka and the 
BNP were all taking soundings — not 
necessarily with each other — about 
possible allies. The Latvian fans of the 
Waffen SS, the LNNK (For Fatherland 
and Freedom) will not be rushing to 
take part in the scramble for allies 
because its lone MEP is already in the 
warm embrace of the rightward-moving 
British Conservative Party and _ its 
leader David Cameron. 

Some will find it hard to enter into 
alliances. It is highly unlikely that the 
grass roots of either the Northern 
League or the FPO would tolerate any 
kind of long term alliance or even 
cooperation between the two parties 
because the territorial status of South 


Tyrol, a formerly Austrian region 
annexed by Italy after the First World 
War, is still a contentious issue for both 
of them. 

Jobbik will no doubt be delighted to 
get down into the gutter with the 
BNP but will find its presence in 
the parliament less popular with the 
hardliners of the Slovak National Party 
and Greater Romania Party, whose 
campaigns relied on viciously attacking 
the presence of large minorities of 
ethnic Hungarians in both countries. 

The various elected far-right parties 
are opposed to immigration, are racist 
and in some cases are antisemitic, but 
that does not make them identical. 
Wilders, for example, is Islamophobic 
but not antisemitic. On the contrary, 
he is an outspoken admirer of Israel, 
a position that is anathema to most of 
the others. 

For the Danish People’s Party, 
forming a bloc with parties whose feet 
are firmly planted in the soil of fascism 
would be horrifying and any suitors 
from that direction are likely to be given 
short shrift. The Northern League has 
similarly rejected alliances with fascists. 

The huge differences and tensions 
between the 37 far-right MEPs make it 
unlikely that they will manage to form 
an official group, which requires at least 
25 MEPs from at least seven member 
states, putting the funding that group 
status would bring beyond their reach 
yet again. That said, their snouts will 
still be deep in the salaries, expenses and 
allowances trough and, although they 
embody the dreary politics of people 
who have failed to come to terms with 
the modern world, they will gain some 
dubious respectability from the mere 
fact that they are there. 

Even so, they remain political 
outcasts, the descendants of the Nazis 
and fascists who perpetrated history’s 
greatest mass murders, who feed on hate 
and fear. Democracy’s fightback against 
them has to start immediately. a 
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Gains but no major breakthrough 


Nick Lowles and Sonia Gable 


he British National Party won 

two seats in last month’s 

European election. Nick Griffin, 

the party leader, was elected in 
the North West with 8% of the vote and 
Andrew Brons took a seat in Yorkshire 
and The Humber with 9.8%. 

The BNP succeeded because the 
other parties failed. While the BNP 
vote in those regions was actually lower 
than the last time round in 2004 the 
Labour vote dropped far more 
substantially. In Yorkshire and The 
Humber, the Labour vote fell from 
413,213 in 2004 to 230,009. In the 
North West Labour’s vote went down 
from 576,388 to 336,831. 

Griffin just sneaked in. In the North 
West only 2,500 more votes for the UK 
Independence Party or slightly over 
5,000 more for the Greens would have 
deprived Griffin of a seat. 

Nationally the BNP vote share was 
6.2%.That is a mere 1.3% more than in 
2004. In terms of votes the BNP took 
943,598 this time compared to 808,200 
in 2004. The BNP did badly in the 
South East (4.4%), South West (3.9%), 
London (4.9%) and Wales (5.4%). 
Even in the East of England, where the 
party at one stage thought it might take 
a seat, it polled only 6.1%. In Scotland, 
where the BNP has never had much 
support, it came home with 2.5%. 

In the West Midlands the BNP’s 
8.6% was not enough to allow Simon 
Darby, the deputy leader, to join his 
colleagues in Europe. Likewise the East 
Midlands, which only has five seats, 
gave the BNP 8.7%, far below the vote 
needed. In the North East, which sends 
just three MEPs to the European 
Parliament, the party never had a 
chance of winning one, but its 8.9% was 
a big increase on its previous vote. 

The strength of the BNP vote in a 
number of areas is a deep cause for 
concern and gives an indication of the 
key battlegrounds in next year’s local 
elections. The BNP polled 10% or more 
in 52 local authority areas, the highest 
being Barking and Dagenham where it 
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Andrew Brons 


took 19.5% of the vote. 

This picture is even more disturbing 
when the UKIP vote is included. Almost 
as many UKIP voters voiced concern 
about immigration as BNP voters (see 
who votes BNP, page 15). Many people 
who voted UKIP for Europe might vote 
BNP in a local election. 

There were also a number of local 
authorities where the BNP vote went 
up dramatically compared to 2004. 

Substantial increases in BNP votes 
took place in Wales but a change to the 
way the Welsh votes were counted 
means an exact comparison with 2004 
is impossible. 

However, as we discuss in our 
regional reports on pages 22-24, there 
were also areas where the BNP vote 
froze or even dropped. Among these 
are Burnley, Pendle, Bradford, Dudley 
and Sandwell. 

This was the BNP’s biggest election 
effort ever. The party poured up to 


£0.5 million into the campaign, hoping - 


the investment would yield all the 
funding to which MEPs are entitled 
and the chance to link up with nazis and 
fascists internationally. 


Nick Griffin 


Biggest campaign ever 

Against the fascist party was the biggest 
and most professional HOPE not hate 
campaign we have ever staged. 

We delivered 3.4 million newspapers 
and leaflets across the country in the 
two months leading up to the election. 
In the North West alone, 1.6 million 
HOPE not hate newspapers and 
leaflets were put out by approximately 
1,200 supporters, an effort which 
dwarfed that of any of the political 
parties who contested the election. 

In Yorkshire, 880,000 leaflets were 
distributed, including 200,000 targeting 
the large Muslim population in West 
and South Yorkshire. Across the 
Midlands 300,000 newspapers and 
leaflets were put out. 

Even in London, which was never one 
of our key priorities, about 300,000 pieces 
of literature were distributed, including 
50,000 newspapers in Hackney and a 
similar number of localised leaflets in 
Barking and Dagenham. 

Another success of our campaign was 
our press work. Throughout the 
campaign we worked with the media to 
inform the public about the real face 


BNP 2009 Euro vote 


EAST MIDLANDS 
BNP vote 106,319 
% of vote 8.7 
EAST OF ENGLAND 
BNP vote 97,013 
% of vote 6.1 
LONDON 

BNP vote 86,420 
% of vote 4.9 
NORTH EAST 

BNP vote 52,700 
% of vote 8.9 
NORTH WEST 

BNP vote 132,094 
% of vote 8.0 
SOUTH EAST 

BNP vote 101,769 
% of vote 4.4 
SOUTH WEST 

BNP vote 60,889 
% of vote 3.9 


WEST MIDLANDS 


BNP vote 121,967 
% of vote 8.6 
YORKSHIRE 

BNP vote 120,139 
% of vote 9.8 
SCOTLAND 

BNP vote 27,174 
% of vote 2.5 
WALES 

BNP vote 37,114 
% of vote 5.4 


behind the BNP’s lies and racism. 

We worked with the online company 
Blue State Digital to reach hundreds of 
thousands of people in the biggest 
online political campaign in British 
history. We now have the largest 
and probably most active political email 
list in the country. It currently stands at 
111,000, much bigger than those of 
Labour and the Conservatives. 

Our eve of poll email was sent out to 
almost 600,000 addresses, making it the 
largest single political email in British 
domestic political history. 

And above all, in a time when the 
credibility of all the political parties 
suffered because of the expenses 
scandal, thousands of people, many who 
have never campaigned politically 
before, got involved in the campaign. 


Shaping the narrative 

We were always faced with an uphill 
struggle. The European election, 
contested in most of the country 
with no coinciding local elections, and 
against the economic recession and an 


Biggest BNP increases 


Local authority 


South Tyneside 

Hartlepool ow 
Tendring 3.9 
Thurrock 

Copeland 

Knowsley Dil. 
St Helens 5.9 
Barnsley ree, 
Rotherham 


N 
BSS 


Nuneaton & Bedworth 


N 
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increasingly unpopular government 
presented a perfect storm for the BNP, 
even before the expenses scandal blew. 
Once that happened it was always a 
matter of damage limitation and one 
of our most important successes was 
in preventing the anti-establishment 
protest vote going to the BNP. 

Our media strategy was designed to 
set the narrative for the campaign, 
to highlight the stories and issues that 
we wanted the media to talk about, such 
as Griffin’s links with fascists across 
Europe, rather than allow the BNP to 
set the agenda on its terms. 

The MPs’ expenses scandal blew us 
off course and for two weeks in May we 
had to change tack and play defensive. 
Over the second weekend of May it 
appeared that our nightmare scenario 
was about to take place when the BBC’s 
Nick Robinson began linking rising 
support for the BNP with the expenses 
scandal. Employing a professional press 
officer for the first time, Searchlight 
lobbied the BBC and other news outlets 
showing how polling indicated that the 


2009 
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The BNP polled 

6.2% of the national 
vote in the European 
election. Here is 

a breakdown, by local 
authority, of its vote. 


UKIP was in a better position to exploit 
the crisis. 

Within a day the media began 
switching attention from the BNP to 
the UKIP, as was most vividly 
exemplified by the BBC News report 
of the BNP campaign’ launch. 
Less than 24 hours after Nick 
Robinson was reporting that the BNP 
could be the beneficiary of the 
expenses scandal, so another BBC 
reporter was quoting the latest opinion 
poll which showed, correctly, that the 
UKIP was well ahead. 

That helped set the tone for the rest 
of the campaign and positive reporting 
of the BNP began to dry up. 

In the final fortnight we went on the 
offensive placing dozens of articles in 
the press, including almost weekly 
stories in the News of the World and daily 
articles in the Daily Mirror. 

It is clear both from the results and 
from the extensive YouGov election day 
survey of voters that the BNP did not 
pick up the protest vote. The BNP 
hardly increased its share of the vote 
nationally and the YouGov survey 
demonstrated that the BNP only turned 
out its hardcore support. Those ques- 
tioned had almost uniform views on 
race and immigration, indicating there 
had been no movement to the BNP of 


we ae o 
Top BNP votes BYP Me WEE %s ae. 
UKIP 


Green Party 

Local authority BNP Con Green Lib Dem Lab 

Barking and Dagenham 19.4 13.9 3.8 46 B15 14.8 
Stoke-on-Trent 17.6 TATE 3.8 9.7 20.5 22.0 
Thurrock ED 22.7 4.2 Dez 18.2 21.6 
Barnsley 16.7 15.8 6.2 8.7 24.7 18.7 
Rotherham 15.4 16.4 By) 8.7 24.8 20.7 
Havering 14.8 29.6 6.0 6.7 6.2 26.9 
Burnley 14.6 17.0 4.3 227. 17.8 14.8 
North West Leicestershire 14.5 30.0 5.4 SR 15.8 16.3 
Bolsover 14.0 16.2 46 8.1 31.4 14.8 
Ashfield 135 18.7 4.5 16.4 20.7 15.6 


—@ Searchlight | July 2009 | 10 


Online success 


Our activities on the ground of 
delivering literature were matched by 
an online campaign that mobilised 
thousands of people, many becoming 
active for the first time. 

The HOPE not hate campaign 
linked up with Blue State Digital, the 
company that ran Barack Obama's 
successful presidential internet 
operation. We began the 2009 
election campaign with 6,000 email 
addresses and ended it with 111,000, 
the largest and most active political 
email list in Britain. 

The online effort built an anti- 
fascist community. By developing 
relationships with supporters 
through regular emails we mobilised 
people for action. 

In the early days we focused on 
petitions and open letters. Over 5,000 
people signed a petition to stop a 
BNP rally in Liverpool, of whom over 
1,800 were from Liverpool itself. 


Mirror 


rHOPEn 


You wouldn't vote 
for these fascists ... 


. mm ai 


A slightly smaller number signed an 
open letter calling on the authorities 
to stop a fundraising meeting in 
Leigh. 

As the campaign got fully under 
way we turned our attention to 
building activities. In Salford, where 
we had no local organisation and had 
never previously organised anything, 
over 67 people delivered 17,000 
newspapers in an event that was only 
advertised email. Well over three 
quarters of them had never attended 
any HOPE not hate activity before and 
for many it was their first political 
action of any sort. 

The real success of our online effort 
came in the final fortnight of the 
campaign. We had run out of 
newspapers and leaflets and needed 
more for a final push but also had no 


blue state digital 


ty 


Fate 


money left. We asked our supporters 
for £8,000 to produce 500,000 leaflets 
and within 48 hours we had passed 
this sum. We ended up raising 
£13,000. 

We produced the leaflets and on a 
single day, Tuesday 2 June, we 
organised 180 events across the 
country at which virtually every 
leaflet was handed out. Our online 
supporters could find and sign up for 
their nearest activity via our 
interactive map. 

At 10.30am on election day itself we 
emailed our supporters in 
Manchester asking for volunteers for 
that afternoon. By 4pm we had 48 
people on the streets delivering 
18,000 leaflets at railway stations and 
key points in the city centre. 

Our email list of 111,000 people 
means that one in every 485 adults in 
Britain has taken some sort of online 
action for us. Our challenge now is to 
train up local organisers and turn our 
online supporters into on-the-ground 
activists. 


out a significant section of its 
traditional vote but also new voters, 
determined to stop the BNP. 

On election day Michael Crick of 
Newsnight was in Blackburn, an area 
of traditionally strong BNP support but 
where the local anti-BNP group had 


at home, the party's support was 
boosted by the high turnout among the 
city’s minority communities. 


: . | ; 
.,..$0 don t vote To Anger, hope, action 
Two BNP MEPs are two too many. 


We believe that the HOPE not hate 


their friends over here 
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THE BNP AND THE 


people who had more moderate views 
but wanted to cast a protest vote. 
Another success of our campaign was 
increasing the turnout of anti-BNP 
voters. Nick Griffin, in the North West, 
actually received the lowest percentage 
vote for the BNP in any of its 
key regions. In several cities, such as 


Manchester and Liverpool, the Labour ~ 


share of the vote remained the same as 
2004, bucking the national trend, 
suggesting that Labour managed to 


delivered the East Lancs version of the 
HOPE not hate newspaper to 56,000 of 
the 58,000 homes. Crick reported 
long queues of people, both Asian and 
white, at polling stations, many stating 
clearly that they were there to vote 
against the BNP. 

There was also unusually high voting 
at the polling station closest to 
Manchester University, suggesting that 
students were coming out to vote 
against the BNP. 

Similarly, in Birmingham, while some 
traditional Labour voters were staying 


campaign limited the BNP gains (and 
almost prevented Griffin from winning in 
the North West) but now we must face 
the new challenge ahead. The BNP now 
has a platform and resources with which 
it can greatly expand its activities but 
they will also be under the spotlight 
as never before and their election has 
generated widespread anger and revulsion. 
Over 80,000 people have signed our “Not 
in my name” online petition, the vast 
majority totally new to us. Our job, to coin 
an organising phrase, is to turn this anger 
into hope and finally into action. ~= 
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BNP boards the EU gravy train 


The election of two MEPs means that the BNP will benefit from public funding for the 
first time. Sonia Gable examines what this means 


he British National Party 

poured up to half a million 

pounds into its European 

election campaign. It was 
a high risk investment — the 
party could have lost the lot. 
In the event the return will be 
a hefty 43.5 million in salaries 
and allowances. 

Although the European 
Parliament has tightened up its 
rules, the BNP will still end up 
with a barely controlled pot of 
money plus a team of staff on the 
Parliament’s payroll. 

Each MEP will receive a 
monthly salary of €7,665 before 
tax, which currently equates to an 
annual salary of £78,500. They will also 
be entitled to a non-contributory 
pension of 3.5% of final salary for each 
year of service. 

In an interview with The 
Parliament.com \ast month, Griffin and 
Brons promised to give 10% of their 
salaries for “local community use” in 
their constituencies, no doubt for 
causes that will at least indirectly 
benefit the BNP. 

On top of their salaries they will 
receive around £254 for each day they 
attend official meetings of Parliament 
bodies on which the member serves. 
The allowance is intended to cover costs 
of accommodation, meals and local 
transport, but no receipts are required. 
The member merely has to sign 
the attendance register, though the 
allowance is halved if they do not take 
part in enough roll-call votes. 

MEPs are expected to open a 
constituency office, for which they will 
receive nearly 43,600 a month, to 
cover office management, equipment 
and supplies, telephone, postage, 
computer equipment and __ internet, 
and the costs of travel within the UK. 
Again no receipts are needed but the 
allowance is halved if MEPs do not 
attend half the plenary sessions in a 
parliamentary year. The office is 
supposed to be used for constituency 
business but Griffin and  Brons 
will doubtless have no _ difficulty 
muddying the line between constituency 
and party work. 
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To staff their offices MEPs can spend 
up to around £180,000. They have a free 
choice over who is employed but the 
staff are employed and paid directly by 
the Parliament. Griffin and Brons have 
not openly advertised these jobs on the 
nearly identical websites that Simon 
Bennett, the BNP webmaster, set up for 
them on 8 June, hours after their 
election was announced. 

Instead the BNP is busy shuffling 
existing staff and taking on new people 
to find six staff for each MEP, according 
to Martin Wingfield, editor of the 
BNP’s newspaper. Public funds will 
therefore pay for around a dozen BNP 
members to be at the service of the 
party for the next five years. 

Three appointments were announced 
on 20-21 June. Wingfield himself will 
act as campaigns and communication 
officer for both MEPs, while his wife 
Tina, the party's membership secretary 
for the past five years, will be Griffin's 
PA and constituency office manager. 
Chris Beverley, the BNP’s Leeds 
councillor, will fill a similar role 
for Brons. 

It is unclear to what extent the 
European Parliament will scrutinise 
how the BNP staff carry out their 
duties, especially with reference to equal 
opportunities and race relations laws. 

Finally MEPs are 
the costs of travelling to attend 
parliamentary meetings on production 
of receipts. Costs of attending other 
meetings outside the UK are 


reimbursed - 


reimbursed out of an annual 
travel allowance of 43,500, 
again on production of receipts 
and evidence of the purpose of 
the journey. 

Excluding travel, that amounts 
to up to £350,000 a year each, 
depending on how many days 
they attend official meetings. 
Over the five-year term that is 
£3.5 million for the BNP. 

The BNP MEPs are unlikely 
to benefit from the additional 
funding, office facilities and staff 
available to parliamentary groups. 
Last month Griffin held talks in 
Brussels with far-right MEPs 
from France, Belgium, Austria, 
Hungary and Bulgaria to plan 
cooperation, but they would need a 
further 11 MEPs to form a group, 
which requires at least 25 from seven 
countries. Group status would have 
given them up to €1 million a year 
between them. Nine Italian Northern 
League MEPs and four Dutch 
Freedom Party MEPs notably refused 
to join the fascists. 

Griffin promises on his website that: 
“All accounts and expenses will be 
published on this page for complete 
transparency as soon as they become 
available”. Watch this space. ~<a 


Hungarian arrested 


A HUNGARIAN FAR-RIGHT activist 
who shared a platform with 
Nick Griffin has been arrested on 
suspicion of terrorism and 
planning a manslaughter. Gyorgy 
Budahazy was detained on 17 
June in connection with a Molotov 
cocktail attack on a Socialist 
politician's house, for which a 
group calling itself the Hungarian 
Arrows claimed responsibility. 
Budahazy, who has been linked to 
numerous extremist acts, spoke at 
the same open-air rally that Griffin 
addressed last October when the 
“BNP leader visited Hungary to 
build links with the fascist Jobbik 
party, which now has three MEPs. 


Steady 
progress but no 
breakthrough 


David Williams reports on 
the county council 
election results 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party's 
performance in last month’s county 
council and unitary authority 
elections was overshadowed by its 
successes in the European elections 
held on the same day. The BNP won 
only three county council seats: 
Padiham and Burnley West in 
Lancashire, Coalville in Leicestershire 
and South Oxhey in Hertfordshire. 

The BNP contested 450 of the 2,324 
available seats. It polled 15% or more 
in 96 divisions, coming second in 30. 

In the East Midlands, where the BNP 
had 114 candidates, it did well in 
Amber Valley, Derbyshire, achieving 
over 15% in five of the six seats it 
contested, including 29.8% in Heanor 
Central. BNP candidates polled over 
15% in all three of the Bolsover 
divisions they contested and in two 
of three seats contested in each of 
Erewash and South Derbyshire. 

In Leicestershire the BNP managed 
over 15% in three of the eight seats it 
contested in Blaby, likewise in four of 
the seven seats contested in Hinckley 
and Bosworth. Charnwood BNP polled 
particularly strongly, gaining over 15% 
in half of the 14 divisions it contested 
and coming second in Syston Fosse 
and Syston Ridgeway with 25.6% and 
19.4% respectively. Not unexpectedly 
the BNP did well in North West 
Leicestershire, coming second in 
Ibstock and Appleby and in Whitwick, 
where the candidate was already a 
district councillor. Graham Partner, the 
BNP’s other local district councillor, 
won a county council seat in Coalville 
with 27.7% of the vote. 

Lincolnshire proved less receptive. 
Although the BNP contested 23 seats 
it only gained strong votes in Boston 
North West and in Spalding East and 
Moulton. In Corby, Northamptonshire, 
the BNP did quite well in all three seats 


Sharon Wilkinson: her high 
profile on Burnley council is 
rewarded with a county 
council seat as well 


contested. In Nottinghamshire _ it 
performed well in Kirkby-in-Ashfield 
North and in the Beauvale division 
of Broxtowe. 

The 116 BNP candidates in the 
East of England produced little joy. 
Despite putting forward a full slate of 
75 candidates in Essex the party only 
did well in the Basildon divisions 
of Pitsea and Laindon Park and 
Fryerns, in Waltham Abbey and in 
Canvey Island East, all areas of 
regular BNP activity. In Hertfordshire 
the BNP polled particularly strongly in 
Broxbourne, where it once had a 
district councillor. It gained 15% in five 
of the six wards it contested, coming 
second in Cheshunt Central (19.4%) 
Flamstead End and Turnford (21.3%) 
and Goffs Oak and Bury Green (15.7%). 
The surprise of the night for the BNP 
came in South Oxhey, where its 
candidate Deidre Gates, a _ retired 
legal secretary, won with 29.2%, just 
27 votes ahead of her Labour rival. 
In King’s Lynn North and Central, in 
Norfolk, the BNP polled 20.8%, though 
only came third of four candidates. 

In the North West, where Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, won election to the 
European parliament, only Cumbria 
and Lancashire had elections, with 
41 and 20 candidates respectively. The 
best performances in Cumbria were in 
Allerdale and Copeland, though high 
percentages and placings relied more 
on the paucity of candidates. Simon 
Nicholson's 30.9% in Kells and 
Sandwith was the only really good 
result for the BNP. Although the BNP 
contested 17 divisions in Carlisle it only 
gained over 15% of the vote in Currock. 

In Lancashire the BNP won a seat in 
Padiham and Burnley West where its 


candidate Sharon Wilkinson, the BNP 
group leader on Burnley council, has 
developed a _ personal following. 
The BNP contested six Burnley 
divisions and polled over 15% in five of 
them. Pendle and Rossendale both 
offered pockets of support. In Preston 
East, Mark Cotterill was the only non- 
BNP extremist nationally to poll 
strongly with 22.3%. 

Although the BNP put forward 51 
candidates in the South East, none 
achieved a significant vote. The same 
was true for the 42 candidates in the 
South West, apart from the 17.4% in 
Bristol's St George East division. 

The West Midlands saw 53 BNP 
candidates who did well in several 
areas, most notably Nuneaton and 
Bedworth where the BNP contested 
11 seats, gaining over 15% in eight of 
them. They included three second 
places: Bede (21%), Nuneaton Camp 
Hill (30.9%) and Nuneaton Galley 
Common (21.5%). 

In Worcestershire the BNP contested 
17 seats, polling over 15% in three of 
them, including Nunnery despite 
the candidate withdrawing before the 
election and publicly denouncing 
the BNP as racist! 

North Yorkshire, where the BNP 
had high hopes, its 13 candidates 
performed poorly, all but one coming 
bottom or next to bottom of the poll. 

The BNP also contested mayoral 
elections in Doncaster, Hartlepool and 
North East Tyneside, but did poorly in 
all three. 

. The results indicate that the BNP is 
building upon its local bases of 
support and developing some others, 
though once more falling far short of 
expectations in many areas. ~«q 
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The Way 
Forward 


With the BNP winning two seats in the European 
Parliament Nick Lowles looks at where the anti-BNP 


campaign goes from here 


THERE ARE THREE clear facts that 
need to be remembered at the outset of 
this article. The first is that the British 
National Party has won two seats in the 
European Parliament. This provides it 
with the platform, financial clout and 
semi-respectability from which it hopes 
to build future success at a local and 
even parliamentary level over the 
coming year. Secondly, their election is a 
game changer. Debates around no 
platform, access to the media and 
political representation will change 
whether we like it or not and we will 
need to adapt accordingly. Finally, and 
in terms of this article probably most 
importantly, anti-fascism can be 
successful particularly if it becomes 
more organised. While I will argue that 
only by addressing the public policy 
issues that give rise to the BNP and 
challenging the racism at the core of its 
support can the far right be properly 
defeated, anti-fascism, particularly at 
a local level, can halt and even reverse 
its growth. 

It is also important to dispel 
two widely (though separately) held 
assumptions. Firstly, this is not 
the protest vote against mainstream 
parties and useless locally elected 
representatives that many politicians 
would like us to believe. It is an 
increasingly hard and loyal vote which is 
based on political and economic 
insecurities and moulded by deep- 
rooted racial prejudice. This in turn is 
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linked with a second myth, that the way 
to beat the BNP is simply to tack left 
and offer more socialistic policies. 
While this might peel off some BNP 
supporters who feel economically 
marginalised, it will not in itself address 
the strongly held racist views of many 
BNP voters. 

As the YouGov poll (see opposite) 
clearly shows, the racism of many BNP 
voters goes well beyond simple 
opposition to current immigration and 
eastern European migrant workers 
which one might expect if their support 
for the BNP was prompted simply by 
economic insecurity. Belief in the 
intellectual superiority of white people 
over non-whites, the view of nearly half 
of BNP voters that black and Asian 
people can never be British, the almost 
universal dislike of even moderate Islam 
and the contempt and suspicion many 
of their voters have towards a liberal and 
multicultural society show how hardline 
much of the BNP support is and how it 
will take more than a more progressive 
economic policy to win them back fully. 

More importantly, and regularly 
overlooked by politicians, activists and 
commentators alike, are issues around 
identity. As I have discussed before, 
the BNP is emerging as the voice of 
a forgotten working class, which 
increasingly feels left behind and 
ignored by mainstream society. As the 
YouGov research confirms, the majority 


of BNP voters feel that the Labour 


. confused, 


Party, for many their traditional political 
home, has moved away from them and 
is now dominated by a middle-class 
London elite who care more for Middle 
England and the interests of minority 
groups than for them. 

Class politics exists but not as 
we once knew it. The Labour Party, 
in line with many other centre-left 
parties across western European and 
Scandinavia, draws the bulk of 
its support from the middle class, 
public sector workers and minority 
communities, especially in the big cities. 
The BNP, on the other hand, is 
the voice of a section of the white 
working class, particularly in those areas 
of traditional industry that have 
experienced the greatest economic 
and social upheaval over the past 
twenty years. 

Most of the local authorities with the 
biggest BNP vote are in areas once 
dominated by the car, steel, coal or 
ceramic industries. All have gone, and 
those people able to leave have left. 
While some new jobs have replaced 
those lost, the work is generally lower 
skilled, short-term and further away 
from their home. In addition to 
economic difficulties the identity of the 
areas has collapsed, leaving behind a 
resentful and alienated 
minority. This is the cultural war that 
the BNP has cleverly exploited, 
particularly by tapping in to people’s 


paranoia that outside forces are 
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A NEW SURVEY into the attitudes of 
a BNP voters has produced some 

startling revelations. Unsurprisingly 
BNP voters are overwhelmingly 
opposed to immigration and asylum 
seekers but a sizeable number also 
share the BNP’s hardline attitudes 
about citizenship and racial superiority. 

It shows that BNP voters are 
predominantly working class, drawn 
from former Labour-voting households 
and feel more insecure about their 
economic prospects. 

Conducted by YouGov from 29 May 
to 4 June, the survey questioned 
985 BNP voters as part of a much 
bigger study of the political views of 
32,268 people. 

The study tells us that men are twice 
as likely to support the BNP as women, 
44% of BNP voters are aged 35 to 54. and 
61% are drawn from the social groups 
C2DE. One third of BNP voters read 
The Sun or the Daily Star, whereas only 
13% read the Daily Mirror and those 
reading The Guardian and The 
Independent are statistically insignificant. 
One fifth claim to be members of trade 
unions or trade associations and 36% 
identify themselves as skilled or semi- 
skilled manual workers. 

On one level the report tells us little 
new. More BNP supporters regard 
immigration as one of the key issues 
facing the country at the moment - 
87% compared to 49% among all 
voters. Again unsurprisingly, 94% of 
BNP supporters believed that all 
further immigration should be halted. 
This compares with 87% of UK 
Independence Party voters, 68% of 
Conservative voters, 46% of Labour 
voters, 43% of Lib Dem voters and even 
37% of Green voters. 

Only 4% of BNP voters believed 
that recent immigration had benefited 
the country. 

What is more startling is the strength 
of the racial attitudes of many BNP 
voters. In a result that gives the lie to the 
BNP vote simply being a_ protest, 
44% (compared to 12% of all voters) 
disagreed with the statement: “non- 
white British citizens who were born in 
this country are just as ‘British’ as white 
citizens born in this country”, 


A hard and alienated vote 
Who votes BNP and why 


Among BNP voters 21% strongly 
disagreed with the statement 
compared to just 1% of Greens and Lib 
Dems and 2% of Labour and 3% of 
Conservative voters. 

More disturbingly, 31% of BNP voters 
believed there was a difference in 
intelligence between the average black 
Briton and the average white Briton. 

Although only 2% of BNP voters deny 
that six million Jews, Gypsies and others 
died in the Holocaust, a further 18% 
accept that the Holocaust occurred but 
believe it has been exaggerated. 

It is clear that the BNP receives 
support primarily on issues of race, 
immigration and identity but there is 
also a clear link with economic 
insecurity. Several of the questions 
probed respondents’ views on. their 
current and future economic 
prospects. BNP voters repeatedly had 
the most gloomy outlook. 

When asked whether they were 
satisfied that they had enough money 
to live on comfortably, 74% of BNP 
voters said no, compared to just 43% of 
Labour and 50% of Conservative voters. 

On whether they were confident 
that their family would have the 
opportunities to prosper in the years 
ahead, 75% of BNP voters said no 
compared to just 35% of Labour voters. 

Over half of BNP voters felt the 
financial situation of their house- 
hold would worsen over the next 
12 months. In contrast only 29% of 
Labour voters agreed and 27% 
thought it would get better. 

Again, more BNP voters thought 
someone in their family would lose 
their job in the current recession than 
supporters of other parties. 

One of the most startling results 
was the response to the statement 
that “there is a major international 
conspiracy led by Jews and 
Communists to undermine traditional 
Christian values in Britain and other 
western countries’ Amazingly one 
third of BNP voters completely or 
partially agreed. 

However, the — significance of 
this response actually lies in the feeling 
of victimisation felt by many BNP 
supporters and cleverly exploited 


by the BNP 

itself The 

view _ that 

they are los- 
ing out because 
of the conscious 
action of others is wide- 
spread among BNP 
supporters and it comes out 
clearly in this survey. Over three 
quarters of BNP voters believed 
that white people suffered unfair 
discrimination whereas only 3% 
thought Muslims did. Nine out of ten 

BNP supporters felt that councils 
allowed immigrant families to jump 
housing queues. 

This feeling of victimisation coupled 
with a widespread belief that the 
Labour Party, which most once 
supported, at best no longer cares 
about them and at worst conspires 
against them makes these voters 
susceptible to the BNP’s big lie. It is 
hardly a surprise then that so many 
people in Barking and Dagenham 
were happy to believe the Africans for 
Essex myth. 

Think of the balance of forces. On one 
side you have the Labour Party (which 
57% of BNP voters think no longer cares 
about them), politicians (who 78% of 
BNP voters think are corrupt), senior 
officers in the council (who only 1% of 
BNP voters trust a great deal) an 
immigrants (who 87% of BNP 
supporters think are a problem and 
only 4% believe contribute anything 
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positive). Then you have the BNP, th 
anti-establishment party speaking u 
for the forgotten white working class. 

This survey is both predictable an 
disturbing. While immigration remains 
the dominant issue for BNP voters it is 
clear that they more than any other 
group feel economically insecure and 
politically abandoned. What is shocking 
is the depth of their racism and the 
alienation from mainstream politics. 
Support for the BNP goes far beyond 
being a protest, as some politicians 
would have us believe, and the racist 
attitudes will not disappear simply by 
improving economic conditions. 

We should be under no illusion that a 
long and hard struggle lies ahead. 
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deliberately conspiring against them 
and giving preferential treatment to 
others (viewed by most BNP voters 
as undeserving). 

However, all is not lost. While the 
BNP vote edged up it did not make 
the sweeping gains it and others 
predicted. The vast majority of voters 
still reject the BNP and many of 
those equally disillusioned with the 
political process did not vote BNP but 
stayed at home. 

Addressing the widespread economic 
insecurities, solving the democratic 
deficit and forging new progressive 
identities requires public policy changes 
that are beyond the remit of the HOPE 
not hate campaign and anti-fascism 
generally. We can mobilise the anti- 
BNP vote and even sometimes suppress 
the pro-BNP vote but we cannot build 
houses and reduce waiting lists; we 
cannot prevent undercutting of wages 
and the abuse of migrant workers. 
Local anti-fascist movements cannot 
get resources into communities, often 
the poorest, dealing with extraordinary 
levels of migration. 

That is the job of politicians and 
political parties. It is their failure 
currently to do so that is resulting in the 
increasing tribalism of local politics 
along racial and religious lines. 


Making a difference 

What we can do, however, is make a 
difference on the ground. And we do. 
Results in several local authority areas 
in the European elections showed the 
BNP vote (both actual and share of the 
vote) down compared to 2004. Among 
these areas were Burnley, Pendle and 
Oldham in the North West, Bradford 
and Kirklees in West Yorkshire, 
and Sandwell and Dudley in the 
West Midlands. 

A common factor in all these areas has 
been the intensity of local anti-BNP 
campaigns, which has been all year round 
and not just a leaflet at an election. 

And this sets the model for the year 
ahead. We will go into the 2010 local 
elections with an emboldened and 
financially secure BNP and we believe 
the number of council wards at risk is 
now over 150 across the country. 
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The BNP’s main target will be Barking 
and Dagenham where it will be looking 
to take control of the council. 

To fight the BNP effectively we must 
move away from city and town centre 
events to focusing on the very 
communities where the BNP is drawing 
its support. We need to return to 
localised leaflets and newsletters, 
tapping into the local identities of 
neighbourhoods and addressing local 
issues to undermine the BNP’s message 
of hate. 

Smaller, local events are more 
important than one-off larger ones. 
The recent anti-racist carnival in Stoke- 
on-Irent might have been attended by 
15,000 people but was it really the best 
use of £300,000? Even the carnival 
the year before, in Hackney, might 
have been attracted 60,000, but what 
impact does it have on the London 
hotspots such as Barking and 
Dagenham and Havering? 

The effort required to put on and build 
such an event drains and diverts activism 
away from local campaigning, which will 
be the priority in 2010. Of course in the 
ideal world we would like both big 
national events and smaller local events, 
but where funds and activism are limited 
this is not possible. 

A proper local strategy requires us to 
localise our campaigning. What works 
in one area will not work in another. 
Talking to principally Conservative 
voters requires a quite different leaflet to 
what would be put out in a traditionally 
Labour area. Localising our approach 
allows us to deal with local issues and 
also to target our message depending 
on what we are trying to achieve. 
And mobilising the anti-BNP vote is 
sometimes quite different from trying 
to suppress the BNP vote. 

That is why the HOPE not hate 
campaign will be encouraging and 
supporting local groups to begin their 
own local anti-BNP newsletters. 
We hope that by starting this summer 
and focusing on the key wards for 
2010 the newsletters will become a 
crucial tool to defeating the BNP at the 
ballot box. 

To begin to undermine local BNP 


support we also have to build alliances 
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within the community. Local anti-B NP 
groups need to be accepted and even 
respected. Every community has key 
movers and shakers and spending a 
bit of time cultivating relationships 
with these people will open new 
opportunities, allow our message to 
be widened considerably, potentially 
increase our activist base and give us a 
regular flow of information to rebut 
BNP myths and lies. 

We also need to be cleverer in how we 
present our arguments. The YouGov 
survey shows the complete lack of 
respect BNP voters have towards 
authority —- way beyond those of other 
parties. That means dogmatic or one 
dimensional arguments on anti-fascist 
leaflets are likely to fail. 

We have to recognise that we might 
not always be the best messenger to get 
over an argument. One of the most 
successful leaflets we have ever produced 
was in Halifax where we got quotes from 
local doctors and pensioners to dismiss 
BNP claims that asylum seekers were 
forcing old people off GP lists and 
causing hospital operations to be 
cancelled. The strength of getting other 
people to speak up for us, particularly 
those respected by local people, is also 
evident from the survey. Local GPs, at 
82%, came out as the most trusted 
professionals among BNP voters. 


Anew reality 

We also have to accept that the political 
landscape has shifted. Searchlight 
comes from a proud tradition of 
No Platform, a belief that fascism 
should not be allowed to air its politics 
of hate publicly. We have always 
opposed legitimising fascism through 
public debate and where fascists try to 
incite hatred within communities 
through provocative marches and 
actions, we have backed mobilisations 
against them. 

While I still adhere to this in 
principle I also believe that we have to 
accept a new reality. Firstly the BNP has 
MEPs and whether we like it or not 
Nick Griffin and Andrew Brons will 
appear more regularly on television. 
No platform agreements between 
political parties were already breaking 
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down before the election, with only 
Labour holding to them, and _ this 
process is likely to quicken now. 

Likewise, we also have to change our 
tactics on the streets. The hammer 
attack on a BNP activist in Leigh, 
Greater Manchester, in March was an 
unmitigated disaster. When we learnt 
about the BNP’s intention to hold a 
fundraising event in a local nightclub 
we got almost 5,000 people, including 
400 from the local area, to sign an open 
letter from a local vicar calling for the 
event to be cancelled. Our pressure 
proved successful but what should have 
been a great media story, showing the 
strength of people power against the 
BNP, became three days of appallingly 
negative local headlines after an anti- 
fascist struck a BNP member in the 
head with a hammer. 

Our response to any BNP activity is 
a tactical issue. Just as we always 
consider what is possible, so we have to 
think about the possible outcomes. 
With large chunks of local people 
supporting the BNP something that 
gives the party media sympathy is often 
counter-productive. In a 24-hour- 
communica-tions world every small 
event that in the past would have gone 
unreported can be headline news on 
television, the radio and on the internet 
within minutes. 

With the BNP leaders far more 
politically savvy than in the past it is 
not difficult for them to spin a story to 
their advantage. 

There is also a need for an honest 
debate about the use of rallies, 
marches and pickets. While one could 
argue that it is important continually to 
oppose the BNP gaining any legitimacy, 
such protests are increasingly ineffective 
and, probably more importantly, a 
distraction from the real work required 
in the communities. 

The reality is that most people other 
than a few highly motivated activists 
will not come out on a regular basis. 
Continually chasing the BNP uses 
up their time when there is more 
serious but perhaps less glamorous 
work to be done in local communities. 
Again, people might say that we should 
do both. That may be the ideal but it is 


not the reality and choices have to be 
made. We have to prioritise our agenda 
rather than continually react to the 
BNP’s. Obviously there will be times 
when mobilisations are important but 
this cannot be a distraction from the 
real work at hand. 


Moving forward 

Over the next few months our 
priority is to build anti-fascist groups 
in every community in the country. 
Over 115,000 people have engaged in 
some activity for the HOPE not hate 
campaign. That’s an incredible one in 
470 adults in Britain. Over 80,000 
people have signed our “Not in my 
name” petition since the election, of 
which over 60,000 were completely 
new to us. 

This shows the level of anger at the 
BNP success, but now we need to 
harness it in a positive and constructive 
way that helps us build the necessary 
networks that can defeat the BNP in 
the community. 

Our initial job is to turn our online 
supporters into activists on the ground. 
Hopefully some will emerge as local 
organisers, committed to the localised 
strategy ahead. Old hands must be 
encouraged to support new organisers 
and we will be providing an organising 
and leadership programme in every 
region of the country. 

A series of one-day training events 
will be held to give key activists from 
local groups the basics in running a 
local campaign group, working in a 
target ward and building alliances 
within the community. 

From there a handful of the most 
enthusiastic local organisers will be 
invited to a three-day residential 
programme, to be held in the late 
autumn, where they will develop 
leadership and organisational skills. 

Developing a pool of local organisers 
is the way to ensure good quality 
campaigns. Whatever the enthusiasm 
of local activists a lack of organising 
skills and the ability to localise 
campaigns effectively will result in 
continued reliance on national help, 
which in turn reduces the effectiveness 
of a local campaign. 


To support local groups, particularly 
in the run-up to next year’s local and 
probable general election, the HOPE 
not hate campaign will be seeking to 
put trained organisers on the ground in 
each region of the country. 

The work of local groups will be 
further supported by an even bigger 
online effort than we achieved this year. 
Through online telephone canvassing, 
supporters across the country will be able 
to help in our key battlegrounds from 
their front rooms. Matching groups and 
activists in one part of country where 
there is no BNP threat to an area 
where there is one can help us raise 
money for local material. 


Remaining focused 

The BNP success has led some to argue 
that we need to politicise anti-fascism, 
even to offer a political alternative to 
the BNP. While there are clearly 
public policy failings and a democratic 
deficit, it is not our job to fill this void. 
We must leave that to the political 
parties, old or new. 

We are about defeating the BNP, both 
by turning out those voters totally 
opposed to their racist politics and by 
dispelling myths and challenging the 
assumptions and ignorance that give 
rise to BNP support. 

We have a big job to do but it 
can be done. The work on anti-BNP 
campaigns in East Lancashire, Oldham, 
the Black Country and West Yorkshire 
is testament to that. 

However, for us to defeat the BNP 
over the coming year requires hard 
work, building local broad-based 
coalitions, adapting to the new 
realities and being a little bit smarter 
than we have been before. Get these 
components right and we can hold the 
BNP at bay. ~= 


@ What do you think? We are opening 
up the August issue of Searchlight 
to find out your views on the 
way forward. Please restrict articles to 
500 words and get them to me 
(nick@stopthebnp.org.uk) by 10 July. 
(Please note that space is limited and 
we cannot guarantee to publish 
every article.) 
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few weeks. Check our website — 
www.hopenothate.org.uk — for more details 
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Euro election 2009 


So nearly... 


Nick Lowles gives a personal view on the campaign to 
stop Nick Griffin in the North West 


n the early hours of Monday 8 June 

the seemingly impossible appeared 

to be happening. Reports were 

reaching us that Nick Griffin had 
not made it. The British National Party 
leader must have sensed this himself as 
he became increasingly abusive and 
offensive to journalists. In the end it 
wasn't to be. Griffin had been elected by 
the narrowest of margins. 

The fact that Griffin only just made 
it by 1,200 votes was largely the result 
of a huge anti-BNP campaign that 
galvanised voters and activists alike. 
The HOPE not hate campaign printed 
and distributed 1.4 million newspapers 
and leaflets across the region in the two 
months leading up to polling day, 
more than any of the political parties. 

We estimate that over 1,500 people 
took part in our campaign, many 
going out time and time again. 
Most encouragingly, many new people 
got involved for the very first time. 

The statistics speak for themselves. 
We distributed 95,000 newspapers and 
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over 75,000 leaflets in Manchester 
alone. Liverpool distributed 75,000 
newspapers, Blackburn put out 56,000, 
Oldham nearly 45,000 and Wigan 
over 40,000. 

Over 70,000 newspapers were 
distributed in Preston and Chorley, 
almost 20,000 in Salford and Bolton 
and 15,000 in Tameside, St Helens and 
Trafford. Across East Lancashire 
activists put out 140,000 newspapers 
and thousands of leaflets. 

In Sefton, bordering Liverpool, 
Unison sponsored the Crosby music 
festival with the HOPE not hate 
brand and used it to sign up over 300 
local people to deliver over 20,000 
newspapers across the borough. 

The faith communities did their bit 
too. The Central Lancashire mosques 
mobilised their followers as did the 
Church of England in Greater 
Manchester. The four Bishops spoke 
out vociferously against the BNP and 


GMB and Unison customised newspapers 


ig Many faces ma 
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NORTH WEST RESULTS 
Counting area BNP % BNP % 
2009 2004 
Cheshire East 5.5 N/A 
Cheshire West 5.9 N/A 
Halton 9.5 6.4 
Warrington 73 53 
Allerdale 8.8 5.0 
Barrow-in-Furness 7.0 4.2 
Carlisle 6.9 5.1 
Copeland 12.4 Dil 
Eden 4.9 3.1 
South Lakeland 3.2 2.8 
Bolton 8.8 6.7 
Bury 8.2 8.3 
Manchester 7.6 5.1 
Oldham 11.6 10.4 
Rochdale 11.1 9.3 
Salford 10.5 8.0 
Stockport 6.2 5.4 
Tameside 13.2 10.6 
Trafford 5.2 46 
Wigan 11.8 O71 
Blackburn with Darwen 9.2 9.2 
Blackpool 10.0 6.8 
Burnley 14.6 16.7 
Chorley 6.5 6.1 
Fylde 5.4 47 
Hyndburn 12.2 11.6 
Lancaster 4.6 42 
Pendle 12.2 13.3 
Preston 6.8 6.2 
Ribble Valley 6.7 6.8 
Rossendale 9.8 10.4 
South Ribble 6.9 7.0 
West Lancashire 5.6 43 
Wyre 75 5.7 
Knowsley 10.7 one 
Liverpool 6.9 42 
Sefton 5.4 45 
St Helens 10.1 5.9 
Wirral 6.1 45 


local churches were encouraged to 
distribute material to their 
congregations on the final Sunday. 

Churches also provided key activists 
in Wigan. In one area over 40 people 
from a local church went out and 
delivered leaflets across two wards. 

The unions played their _ part. 
Unison ran a six-month campaign to 
alert its activists to the BNP threat and 
explain to its members why the BNP was 
not for them. Key activists spoke at all 
147 branch meetings in the region and 
65,000 copies of a specially customised 
Unison HOPE not hate tabloid 
newspaper were circulated to members. 

The GMB also had a newspaper, 
which allowed us to make the anti-BNP 
campaign relevant to its members. 
GMB activists were heavily involved in 
both the Liverpool and Manchester 
days of action and the union sent its 
members a text message reminding 
them to vote. 

Thompsons Solicitors deserve a 
special mention. They backed the 
campaign financially and on the streets. 
I addressed a training event attended by 
65 Thompsons staff and most of them 
went out campaigning in Liverpool and 
Greater Manchester. 

While most newspapers ignored the 
BNP, the Manchester Evening News 
took a bold decision to encourage its 
readers to vote against the far-right 
party. Day after day the MEN carried 
strong anti-BNP stories and in its eve- 
of-poll edition a front page message was 
accompanied by a whole page HOPE 
not hate advert inside the newspaper. 

In the end our campaign was not 
quite enough. I’m sure we can look back 
and think we could have done a few 
things differently, but considering the 
limited resources we had at our disposal 
and the wider political climate we did 
brilliantly even to make it a contest. 

We are all understandably despondent 
over the result but there is a 
determination that we will win the long- 
term battle. We now have an email 
supporter database of 17,000 people 
across the region and hundreds 
have already expressed their desire to 
get involved in our future work. 
Our priorities now are to regroup and 
focus for the battles ahead. We are in the 
process of setting up groups in those areas 
where we failed to do anything during the 
election (which often corresponded with 
where the BNP did well) and begin our 
campaign in next year’s key target wards 
for the council elections. 

We are determined that the North 
West will deliver a resounding message 
to Griffin — Not in our name. ~= 


Pushing back the BNP 


Jason Hunter 


EAST LANCASHIRE campaigners hit 
back big style this year against the 
British National Party in an area 
where the fascists made their initial 
breakthrough. 

Since 2002 the BNP has won 
seats in Burnley, Blackburn and 
Pendle and threatened in parts 
of Ribble Valley and Rossendale. 
It was clear that the BNP would 
need a strong showing across East 
Lancashire if Nick Griffin was going 
to win. 

The fact that he only just sneaked 
in was partly because the BNP did 
not do as well in this part of the 
region as it had been expecting. 
And the reason for this in large part 
was the strong anti-BNP campaign. 

The rise of the BNP across East 
Lancashire over the past few years 
has been met with a strong and 
focused response. It was therefore 
inevitable that this area would 
be at the forefront of the 2009 
anti-fascist European — election 
campaign. Despite it having only 
74% of the region’s voters, East 
Lancashire activists distributed 
about 20% of the region's anti- 
fascist campaign material. 

Our hard work paid _ off 
handsomely, with the BNP vote 
falling from 20,830 five years ago to 
16,406 in 2009. 

The Blackburn and Darwen 
group distributed the HOPE not 
hate newspaper to 56,000 out of 
58,000 houses in the borough. 
This was achieved through several 
months’ hard work building the 
campaign at a local level. Pendle 
activists circulated three leaflets, 
including a_ locally focussed 
one, over almost all the borough. 
They achieved the second highest 
turnout in the region, a staggering 
44.6% in an election where turnout 
averaged 31.9% across the North 
West. Ribble Valley also achieved 
the highest saturation ever. 
All three areas vastly outstripped 
both previous coverage and 
local organisers’ most ambitious 
expectations as new activists came 
on board. 


Rossendale covered the two 
county council divisions where 
the BNP was standing. Hyndburn, 
where the BNP has never threat- 
ened, was also covered more 
widely by us than before. 

In Burnley, once described as the 
BNP capital, the BNP came a poor 
fifth in the European elections, its 
town-wide vote of 3,500 being 
the lowest since before the riots 
and the 2001 general election. 
Its slightly better performance 
in the county council election, 
notwithstanding winning a seat, 
saw its borough-wide share of the 
vote and actual votes per ward at 
their lowest in local elections since 
the party has been on the scene. 

This shows that when challenged 
support for the BNP can be 
reduced, even in its strongest areas. 
However, there is no room for 
complacency. The BNP still won 
one county council seat and 
remains a force in the area. Our task 
now is to reduce its support 
even further next year, especially 
in Burnley where two of _ its 
present four councillors could lose 
their seats. 
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The real picture 


HOPE not hate 


Back on the road 


During the last two weeks of May the HOPE not 
hate bus, backed by the Daily Mirror set off for its 
third election campaign tour of the country. 
Starting in central London, it made its way 
through Dagenham, Leicester, Coventry, 
Birmingham, Nottingham, Sheffield, Leeds, 
County Durham and Newcastle before spending 
five days in the North West. There it visited 
Crosby, Liverpool, St Helens, Manchester and 
Oldham, finishing back in the West Midlands in 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

The bus joined HOPE not hate activists 
campaigning against the BNP with non-party 
political community and school events. We were 
also backed en route by celebrities from the 
world of music, TV and the stage. 

One of the highlights of the tour was a visit to 
the Crosby music festival, which this year 
adopted the theme of HOPE not hate. Over 
three days almost 30,000 people enjoyed music, 
poetry and speeches - all basked in glorious 
sunshine. The highlight of the weekend for 
many was the Liverpool group The Real Thing. 
Against the backdrop of the music hundreds of 
local people signed up to deliver the HOPE not 
hate newspaper in their local neighbourhoods. 

It was not all so simple though. In County 
Durham the BNP showed its true side when 
leading members, including a European election 
candidate, threatened, intimidated and abused 
HOPE not hate supporters. 

The bus was joined in Manchester by comedian 
Eddie Izzard, who took time out from his UK 
tour to spend an afternoon with Gisela 
Feldman, a Jewish woman who was forced 
to flee Nazi Germany in 1938, and Ken 
Reilly, a D-Day veteran from Sheffield. 
Travelling together on the bus to the 

Imperial War Museum, the three warned 
about the dangers of a BNP victory. 
gee Their conversations formed the basis 
’ of our eve-of-poll video email, which 
§& was sent to over 600,000 people, 

% making it the largest single political 
) email in UK history. 


4 The HOPE not hate campaign would 
E like to thank the Daily Mirror for its 
: ongoing support and Unite the Union 
_.@ for making this tour possible through 
; 2 its sponsorship. 


By Matthew Collins 


FIGHTING TO STOP the BNP’s 
deputy leader Simon Darby getting 
elected in the West Midlands initially 
had the hallmarks of a near impossible 
task. 

Confidence in the Westminster elite 
was at an all-time low (and was about to 
get worse) and the future of what 
manufacturing there was left in the 
region was looking shakier by the day. 

Darby was a high profile media 
spokesperson for the BNP, albeit a 
rather wooden one, but unlike the lead 
candidates in the other priority regions, 
he had no record of Holocaust denial or 
an overly outrageous or dubious past. 

And while the HOPE not hate 
campaign in the North West had 
Eddie Izzard, The Christians and Billy 
Bragg out pounding the streets, at our 
first planning meeting, Midlands 
TUC political officer Alan Weaver 
meekly offered to play the spoons. 

Darby soon came to our assistance. 
His trip to Italy at the start of April, 
where he was greeted by Nazi-saluting 
nasties, gave us the lead story for our 
HOPE not hate tabloid. Then his and 
his party’s attacks on the clergy gave us 
our first real break in communicating 
with the wider community. And not 
just communicating; all faiths were 
united in moral outrage. I'll never forget 
the moment at the office of the Bishop 
of Aston as he described the BNP 
as blasphemous and our cameraman’s 
jaw dropped. 

For our East Midlands campaign, we 
decided to stay with the Darby theme as 
we hoped it would have a knock-on 
effect, and also in all honesty the 
East Midlands was rather uncharted 
territory for us with its somewhat 
irregular voting patterns and our lack of 
a real network there. 

There’s no doubt that the Midlands 
anti-BNP effort was rather dwarfed in 
terms of experienced campaigners and 
general interest compared to the North 
West, but what it did have, like the 
North West, was an organised trade 
union movement. We made a conscious 
decision to look for our new antifascist 
heroes and heroines there, through 
coercion, old phone numbers and our 
willingness to speak at each and every 
chapel, branch or regional meeting. 

Where there was no meeting, we 
called one and as momentum grew 
nationally, and through trade union 
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GOTCHA! 


Midlands Euro candidate greeted by 
fascist salutes as he attends extremist rally 


TTPERKING OUT FORHOPE, PAGES @ WHY WOMEN SHOULD REJECT THEBNP, 


networking and the magic of Blue State 
Digital, slowly we began to see 
something looking remarkably like a 
large network of people who were 
against the BNP and needed to be 
organised to go out and deliver our 
message. The idea to “just give one 
hour” saw boxes and boxes of leaflets 
emptied at meetings as it became our 
major clarion call, but also the way to 
instil confidence into people who often 
felt dwarfed by the sheer scale of the 
proposed task. 

In the first week of May, Alan and I 
calculated that we had already spoken at 
over 40 meetings and by mid-May there 
was a steady stream of invitations 
coming in from LGBT groups, faith 
forums and 
And this was not always talking to the 
converted. During the refinery dispute 
we were confronted by genuine 
anger and confusion. One meeting in 


community groups. - 


| Euroelection2009 sso’ 
HOPE not hate 2009: Midlands 


Uttoxeter, booked to last an hour, 
turned into a two-and-a-half hour 
stand-up comedy night with an ashen- 
faced Labour PPC and Alan, almost, 
playing the spoons. 

The trick is, without a doubt, 
networking, making the most of the 
experienced activists and ensuring that 
they know the enemy. Thankfully in 
Sandwell we had Gurinder Singh, a 
very old friend of Searchlight (who also 
had a van), and as he dropped off papers 
across the Midlands, our old friends 
cemented firmly with our new friends, 
in particular Nick Kelleher from 
Wolverhampton ‘Trades Council, 
who ran a campaign for which he 
should be patting himself on the back 
for years to come. 

By the final week we could not keep 
up with demand. The papers were out 
and the D-Day leaflets were being 
literally robbed by trade union activists. 
The GMB, the CWU, Unison and 
Unite all took on responsibilities that 
we had not even envisaged in March. 
Two phone calls towards the end stood 
out. One was from Kevin Hepworth of 
Unite East Midlands, enthusing about 
the “excellent” D-Day leaflet. The other 
was one of a series that came in 
sometime after 2.30am on Monday 8 
June, when I had stupidly booked 
myself onto a plane some four hours 
later. “There'll be no f*"""g Nazi going 
to Europe from here, wonderful stuff, 
really brilliant.” I have no idea who it 
was from. ~«q 


A broad alliance against the BNP 


Gerry Gable reviews the campaign 


REDBRIDGE AND _ EPPING Forest 
Together (REFT), the well established 
anti-fascist community group that 
straddles the east London Essex 
border, played an active role in the 
European and Essex County Council 
election campaigns. Although 
London was not a target region for 
the British National Party, there was 
always an outside chance that the 
BNP could achieve the 8.5% needed 
to win a seat in Europe, especially if 
turnout was low. 

In Essex we were fighting the BNP in 
county council divisions that took 
in wards where the BNP already had 
district councillors. In addition there 
was an Epping Forest district council 
by-election in Honey Lane, Waltham 
Cross, where the BNP had done well in 
the past. ; 

The BNP candidate, Tony Frankland, 
was a former Loughton district 
councillor who had lost his seat in 
2008. However the BNP’s_ north 
London and South Essex activists 
found themselves stretched to 
breaking point and had concentrated 
their efforts elsewhere, such as 
South Oxhey where they gained a 
Hertfordshire County Council seat by 


27 votes. As a result Frankland only 
took 25% of the vote, which was 
nevertheless a higher percentage than 
anywhere else in Essex. 

Earlier this year REFT had stimulated 
Havering Trades Council to action. 
That bore fruit in the European election 
campaign and in a Havering Council 
by-election, contested by both the BNP 
and by the National Liberal Party, the 
new name for Third Way, run by 
the BNP’s partners in its fake Solidarity 
trade union Graham Williamson and 
Patrick Harrington. Both parties failed 
to win the seat, taking 17.5% and 6.6* 
of the vote respectively. 

Although the BNP has only one 
councillor in Havering, the borough is 
home to the party’s largest BNP 
branch in London. REFT’s successful 
day of action in Romford Market, 
where volunteers handed out thous- 
ands of HOPE not hate leaflets, 
damaged the far right in both the by- 
election and the European poll. 

The broadest of alliances tool part in 
a day of action in Ilford’s main 
shopping precinct, bringing together 
REFT anti-fascist activists with Labour, 
Conservative and Green councillors, 
people from faith groups, teachers, 


The campaign has started 


Sam Tarry 


OVER 175 PEOPLE were involved 
in this years HOPE not hate 
campaign in Barking and Dagenham 
in what was the start of a year- 
long effort to prevent the BNP 
from gaining control of the council 
next May. 

Given the importance of next year’s 
election, we ignored the European 
election, preferring to focus on the 
appalling performance of the BNP 
councillors. Nearly 50,000 leaflets 
were distributed in the wards where 
the BNP has councillors and where 
they are likely to stand next year. 

Dozens of new activists, from 
differing political backgrounds, got 
involved in what was our biggest 
campaign in the borough to date. The 


GMB, which sponsored the leaflet, 
remained at the core of the campaign, 
but was joined by members of Unite 
and staff from Thompsons Solicitors. 

A further 12,000 D-Day leaflets 
were distributed at seven stations 
across the area on 2 June. 

There will be no let-up. HOPE not 
hate Barking and Dagenham has 
drawn up a plan of action which will 
involve localised leaflets and 
community meetings. There will be at 
least two activities a month into the 
autumn and more into the new year. 

The BNP currently has 12 
councillors in the borough, making it 
the official opposition, and it is clear 
that this will be the party’s main 
target in 2010. It also has its eye on 


trade unionists and a team of people 
from a local mosque who covered 
Ilford’s main Asian shopping street. 

D-Day, Democracy Day set for 
2 June, actually started early on the 
previous Saturday in the REFT area 
and ran through to polling day. 
Many thousands of leaflets, widely 
regarded as one of the HOPE not hate 
campaign’s best ever, were handed 
out at 18 local stations. Another 2,000 
went to Jewish shops and community 
buildings. We saw for the first time 
how well the new online volunteer 
system worked, with REF’s core 
activists joined by many fresh faces. 

As a result of our campaign and 
similar activities throughout London, 
the BNP vote was pushed down to 
4.9%, a figure that would not have got 
Richard Barnbrook elected to the 
London Assembly last year. 

After reviewing the campaign at our 
meeting on 16 June we have already 
started planning for next year’s local 
elections, at which three of the BNP’s 
present four Loughton _ district 
councillors are defending their seats 
and all seats on Redbridge Borough 
Council are up for election, as in the 
whole of London. ~<a 
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the two parliamentary seats, where it 
faces a straight fight with Labour in 
Barking and a three-way struggle with 
Labour and the Conservatives in the 
new Dagenham and _ Rainham 
constituency. 
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The man who bought the BNP 


Sonia Gable untangles a BNP financial web 


AS THE BRITISH National Party 
celebrated its European election 
success at a “victory rally” in Blackpool 
on 20 June, Jim Dowson, _ its 
controversial fundraiser, announced 
he was stepping down as the party’s 
administration officer. 

Taking his place will be Emma 
Colgate, the BNP’s Thurrock councillor 
and rising star in the fascist party. 
The appointment means she will have 
to resign from her full-time job as 
researcher for Richard Barnbrook, the 
BNP London Assembly member. 

Her move will leave Barnbrook in 
dire straits. His other assistant, Simon 
Darby, who combines the job with 
acting as the BNP’s deputy leader, 
press officer and treasurer, was 
suspended from his post earlier in 
June for his remarks about Ugandan 
spear-throwers in an attack on the 
Archbishop of York, John Sentamu, 
during the election campaign. 

But Dowson’s departure from the 
administration role is by no means a 
withdrawal from the BNP. Quite the 
opposite. Maybe he no longer has time 
for the administration job after taking 
over a large part of the party’s assets. 

More likely Dowson is wise to the 
fact that as an officer of the party he 
could be jointly liable with other party 
officers for its debts. Both he and Nick 
Griffin, the party leader, want to 
avoid that at all costs. Griffin is 
well aware of the risk after being 
made bankrupt in the 1990s 
following some _ disastrous 
business ventures. 

Dowson, who has a string of 
criminal convictions and has 
had links to the loyal- 
ist murderer Michael 
Stone, is responsible 
for raising hundreds 
of thousands of 
pounds for the BNP 
to fund its expan- 
sion and _ election 
campaign. But it 
is now becoming 
apparent that little 
of substance is held 
in the party’s name. 

At the national 


launch of its election campaign in May 
the BNP boasted that it had opened 
four new party offices across the 
country as a result of its “rapid 
expansion plan’, which Griffin claimed 
raised £85,000. After viewing the BNP’s 
film of what it described as its new staff 
hard at work in these offices, which all 
looked very similar, this writer mused 
that it looked like the same office 
filmed from different angles. 

Last month the Belfast paper Sunday 
Life uncovered that office at Unit 5 of 
the Carrowreagh Business Centre on 
the edge of east Belfast. Like at the 
former BNP warehouse in Searchlight, 
which Searchlight exposed last year, 
there are no signs advertising the 
BNP’s presence. 

On the BNP film Dowson describes 
the office as the “administrative hub 
for the party” and says: “Here we've 
recruited staff of the highest calibre to 
take the party to the next level”. 

In fact the 12. staff, who had 
innocently replied to call centre 
job ads, are not employed by the 
BNP but by Adlorries.;com, one 
of Dowson’s companies. Registered 
in Loughborough, Leicestershire, 
it shares an address with 
Albion Logistical Solutions Ltd, a 
new Dowson company 
which organised the 


Jim Dowson (left) 
with Nick Griffin 


Investigation = 


printing of the BNP’s 29 million 
election leaflets in April. 

Although Adlorries.com has existed 
since 2004 it owns little of substance. 
Its latest accounts show fixed assets 
plus cash of nearly £27,000 against 
£25,000 owed in debts and long- 
term loans. 

Its scanty website describes it as a 
marketing and business solutions 
company, but its name hints that its 
main activity might be the sort of 
marketing that takes place on the side 
of advertising lorries. 

Last year the BNP claimed to have 
bought its “truth truck”, better known 
outside the party as the lie lorry, after a 
successful appeal to supporters to 
raise the £26,550 needed. In his 2009 
New Year address, Griffin wrote, “your 
cash allowed the party to buy our very 
own state of the art advertising lorry 
and roll out the first of many 
nationwide Truth Truck Tours”. 

Yet when bailiffs tried to enforce a 
county court judgement against the 
BNP, the party’s solicitors responded 
that the vehicle was “registered in 
the name of another person who ... 
has no connection with the 
judgement debtors”. It is now clear 
that this is Dowson. 

Dowson told the BNP’s Blackpool 
rally: “In 2007 [sic, presumably he 
meant 2008], we increased the party's 
turnover to £1.1 million, more than 
doubling its income and considerably 
increasing its staff and infrastructure,’ 
and predicted turnover of £1.5 to £1.7 
million this year. The BNP will have its 
job cut out explaining to its 
auditors, the chartered 

accountants Silver & Co, 
and to those few of the 
party's members not pre- 
pared to gobble up 
enthusiastically every 
lie that their leaders 
dish out, how money 
that Dowson raised 

for the BNP, and 
assets that the BNP 
supposedly bought, 
ended up owned by 

Dowson and_his 

companies. ~« 
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News from the blogs 


Back to normal service 


by Matthew Collins 


“Tfeel I need to do something normal today” 
wrote Simon Darby in the aftermath of 
polling day last month. Doing or being 
“normal” is rarely compatible with BNP 
membership, or indeed with being 
Simon Darby. A week later he was back 
on form, pulling two BNP councillors off 
a television programme after they'd gone 
behind his back in agreeing to appear on 
The Big Questions, the Sunday morning 
ethical and moral debate show hosted by 
Nicky Campbell. Yes, Nicky Campbell, 
that notorious “Stalinist” who, according 
to Simple Simon, was going to launch a 
“criminal trial” against the BNP, or in 
laymen’s terms, expose how thick the 
BNPis. 

In all honesty, if the best the BNP can 
put in place of their “ordinary” lumpen 
members is the false clergyman, the 
“Reverend” Robert West, then Zippy, 
George and Bungle might as well be 
running TV discussions to give the 
BNP scrutiny closer to their own 
intellectual level. 

Talk of children’s entertainers 
naturally brings me to the BNP’s “legal 
eagle”, Lee “UB40” Barnes. Probably 
the closest he’s been to Rumpole is 
swigging from a bottle of his mother’s 
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The normal bloke: Simon Darby 


Baileys Irish Cream. In the absence of 
any real work to do, barmy Barnes 
amuses himself in a fantasy land of 
spooks, spoofs and goofs. Even so, he 
went a little too far at the end of May 
when he proclaimed that MI5, Scotland 
Yard, the Counter-Terrorism Unit, etc, 
etc were investigating Searchlight over 
the mysterious “massive denial of 
service attack” on the BNP website over 
the bank holiday weekend. 

All Barnes’s bizarre claims achieved 
was to expose the fact that there was 
actually only a very minor DoS attack on 
the BNP website that should not have 
taken the whole website down and the 
fact that it did was more likely caused by 
the BNP’s failure to shell out enough 
pennies for the right hosting package for 
its needs. It also quickly became apparent 
that neither the police nor any other 


authority were even considering 
investigating Searchlight and that Barnes 
was mistaken, to give him the benefit of a 
great deal of doubt. It was a convenient 
mistake as the BNP immediately 
appealed to its members for yet more 
cash, namely a sum of £5,000 to purchase 
new hardware and servers to keep the 
party website up and running. 

Not to be put off by technology, 
Barnes has since then availed himself of 
the delights of Twitter, despite saying, 
barely two weeks before he got an 
account, that it was only used by 
someone who is “a sad fing, no life, 
metrosexual twat”. Big idiot. 

Sometimes I like to read something a 
little more weighty than BNP cooking 
tips, horse tips and outright bullshit, 
though even I struggled with the 
endlessly boring essay “From Titans to 
Lemmings: The Suicide of The White 
Race” that appeared minus an author's 
name over at the “Green Arrow” BNP- 
supporting blog. For a start, the writer 
could not decide whether old whitey 
was committing suicide or the victim of 
a genocide. Youd think the writer would 
at least establish that in their own mind. 
Five minutes in, I concluded it was 
suicide, and anyone else reading it 
would feel the same. 

On the even more lunatic of fringes, 
the various toy town militias continue 
sniping at each other, even attempting 
to pass dubious information to us about 
each other which is wholly libellous and 
inaccurate to say the very least. 
Legally, I don’t suppose I am allowed to 
mention a certain court case involving 
one of the particularly nasty offshoots 
but I did raise an eyebrow reading how 
one supposed antifascist organisation 
had never heard of the Racial Volunteer 
Force or the Aryan Strike Force. 
A little less time spent waving lollipops 
and a little more time on knowing your 
enemy is how I would advise people in 
days like these. Just because the BNP 
has two MEPs, it does not mean for one 
moment that its cast-offs have given up 
on trying to create violently the sort of 
country the BNP is supposedly trying 
to create politically. 

Finally, let us spare a thought for poor 
old John Tyndall, founder of the BNP, 
who in death was for a while the beacon 
of so much dark light for a small 
number of people. The tiny but vile 
British People’s Party has only gone and 
replaced his picture over its eternal 
internet flame and the caption “our 
spiritual Leader” with that of his old 
enemy Colin Jordan. Even in death, 
Jordan is still overshadowing his former 
errand boy. 
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fits the crime 


By Matthew Collins 


C Does the peace 
process only extend to 
two of the communities 


living here? 99 


asks Patrick Yu. It’s Wednesday 
morning in Belfast and sandwiched 
between stories on the continued 
fallout from the Iranian election result 
and President Obama swatting a fly live 
on television, ethnic cleansing is 
revisiting Belfast. 

Yu is the Executive Director of 
NICEM, the Northern Ireland Council 
for Ethnic Minorities. The night 
before, 20 families had fled three houses 
in south Belfast, no longer feeling safe 
in their homes on Wellesley Avenue. 
One hundred and fifteen Romanians 
identified by the media as Roma, almost 
half under the age of 16, spent the 
previous night in a local church, too 
terrified to return home after a 
sustained campaign to drive them out. 

The Northern Ireland media were 
claiming that Combat 18 
was behind a series of 

attacks on the  pro- 
perties which included, 

allegedly, passages 
from Hitler's Mein 

Kaxmpf being posted 


Patrick Yu, Northern 
Ireland Council for 
Ethnic Minorities 
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through letterboxes and leaflets with 
hate symbols downloaded from the 
internet. 

On the Monday night, a protest 
outside the houses in solidarity with the 
families was confronted by drinkers 
from the Lisburn Road who made Nazi 
salutes and threw bottles and bricks at 
the antiracist vigil. 

Yu believes that the initial attacks 
were carried out by people under the 
influence of the local paramilitaries but 
outside their control. Certainly, attacks 
and harassment of eastern Europeans 
have increased, if that is at all possible, 
since Northern Ireland football 
hooligans clashed with Polish fans 
before, during and after a World Cup 
qualifier in March. 

There had been particular venom in 
the fixture for some people, because 
Poland’s goalkeeper, Artur Borac, 
received a police caution in Scotland in 
2006 for crossing himself while playing 
for Glasgow Celtic during a game 
against the club’s arch protestant rivals 
Rangers. Yu claims that in the run-up to 
and after the game with Poland, loyalist 
(Protestant) areas in south Belfast were 
covered in anti-Polish graffiti aimed at 
Boruc in particular. 

All east Europeans were then targeted 
in the aftermath of the violence that 
brought parts of Belfast to a standstill. 
Historical and traditional hatreds were 
imposed on them. “A week after the 
game, a Hungarian family in south 
Belfast had their home entered and 
even though they protested they were 
not Polish they were still ‘put out’ 
because they were Catholics,” says Yu. 

Loyalist paramilitaries denied any 
involvement in the attacks on the 


Romanian families. People linked to . 


both the Ulster Defence Association 
and the Ulster Volunteer Force to 
whom Searchlight spoke were adamant 
that their organisations had nothing to 
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Loyalists make their presence felt but deny 
involvement in the attacks 


do with the intimidation. The Police 
Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) 
quickly confirmed there was no 
evidence of paramilitary groups either 
involved in or sanctioning the attacks. 
Searchlight believes that although this 
may to an extent be true, the suggestion 
that C18 was behind the harassment is 
disingenuous to say the least. The PSNI 
also say there is no evidence that C18 is 
active in Belfast. 

Both the UVF and the UDA claimed 
to have severed links with C18 
supporters some five years ago, having 
tired of C18’s antics and its links with 
splinter loyalist groups. Until that point, 
fascists from the mainland had paid 
regular visits to senior loyalist figures. 
The one person in the province 


with direct links to the C18 era of 
activity and cooperation has recently 
been released from jail and is under 


instruction from paramilitary 
godfathers not to return to Belfast. 

So who was behind these attacks? 
And when it is quite obvious that 
paramilitaries are still active in the 
community. why did they not 
intervene as they have done previously 
when pressured? 

Loyalist paramilitaries have until 
August to decommission their weapons 
and to convince the Independent 
Monitoring Commission that they are 
no longer involved in racketeering, 
recruitment and gangsterism. At stake is 
a share of a pot of money reportedly 
worth some 436 million to pay for 
community workers, re-skilling and anti- 
conflict programmes across the province. 
The bulk of this funding, rightfully, 
should be spent on people from the 


organisations that have contributed so 
much to Northern Ireland’s bloody 
history. The competition is over who 
should administer these programmes. 
Paramilitary organisations in “transition” 
and their representatives head the queue. 

Loyalist paramilitary leaders recently 
visited Auschwitz as part of awareness 
training and conflict resolution exercises. 
Jackie McDonald, leader of the biggest 
faction of the UDA, has risen from 
building site racketeer to one of the most 
eloquent and considerable exponents of 
post-conflict loyalist thinking. 

One UDA source, however, reacted 
angrily to the suggestion that people 
under the UDA’s influence were 
involved in the attacks, describing it as a 
“Republican smear”. 

“I know what you'll write, but I am 
telling you this: this is not the work of 
the UDA.” So why was the post-conflict 
UDA not shoulder to shoulder with 
antiracists outside the houses on 
Wellesley Avenue or at least intervening 
against the intimidation? 

“We would be accused’ of 
intimidating those youths. It would 
reflect badly upon us. We are not the 
police. Anybody who knows anything 
about this stupid behaviour should talk 
to the police. The police say the UDA is 
not involved and it is a matter for them, 
not the UDA.” 

Dawn Purvis MLA, leader of the 
UVF-aligned Progressive Unionist 
Party, also dismissed paramilitary 
involvement in the incidents. She said 
it would be “inappropriate” for 
paramilitaries to intervene and that 
people should work closely with the 
police” to ss catchy athe sm thugs. 
Acknowledging that the influence of 
the PUP in south Belfast has waned, 
Purvis attacked Deputy First Minister 
Martin McGuinness for “disrespectful” 
comments about loyalists. 

“He is saying that Protestants are 
racist,” she insisted, though we could 
find no such comments by McGuinness. 
“Lisburn Road is not a loyalist or 
Protestant road.” she said. “It is one of 
the most diverse areas in Belfast.” Purvis 
also called for regulation of landlords in 
Northern Ireland. “We don’t know who 
is renting these houses out and to whom 
and for how much. 

“There is every chance that migrant 
families are being exploited and if there 
was leadership on the ground, I would 
have preferred for the families to stay in 
the houses and the situation not to have 
been exasperated by calling people out 
onto the street.” 

Of the 115 people who fled, NICEM 
established that 89 were living in the 


three houses on Wellesley Avenue. 
A whispering campaign had suggested 
that the families were living on benefits, 
were asylum seekers or were there 
illegally. Jolena Flett of NICEM, who 
had been working with the families 
since the harassment began, repudiated 
those lies. 

“These families are here legally, they 
have no recourse to public funds so they 
have been cleaning, car washing, selling 
the Big Issue and so on. 

“Although they have been granted 
freedom of movement within the EU, 
Romanians and _ Bulgarians have 
restrictions on their employment and 
recourse to public funds, similar to 
people not from within the European 
Union. There are so many restrictions 
that they have very little access to non 
cash-in-the-hand work. 

“Some of these people have been here 
for eight months costing the taxpayer 
nothing, doing their best to get by.” 

The harassment began a week after a 
larger number of family members 
arrived. Flett says: “The community 
workers are saying that it is not being 
coordinated by paramilitaries, but we 
are also getting mixed signals as to the 
reasons why this has happened. 

“Some people are only visiting 
and have return tickets to Romania. 
Others are saying they want to go home 
too but do not have the funds. There are 
large numbers of people from the 
Belfast community coming forward 
with offers of support, saying that these 
people must not be forced out of 
Northern Ireland. 

“We're desperate to find as much 
statutory support as we can, particularly 
for the children and those who qualify 
for statutory assistance.” 

The Northern Ireland Housing 
Executive agreed to provide emergency 
housing on the Wednesday afternoon 
but it was unclear for how long. 
Were the Northern Ireland government 
to offer to foot the bill for repatriating 
those who wished to return to Romania, 
Flett is conscious that it could be seen as 
ethnic cleansing. 

“We are eager to talk to the landlord 
of the properties, but as yet we have not 
been able to make contact with 
them and they have not come forward,” 
she said. 

It’s a strange one. Loyalists vehement 
that they are not behind organised racist 
attacks, disingenuous reports of an 
arganised nazi cell, 89 Romanians 
cramped into three houses, 115 people 
fleeing in fear of their lives and, at the 
time of going to press, a missing 
landlord. ~= 
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Simon Cressy Wi 
off his glasses ai 
look at the BNPs 
failed to protectt 
outside Parliament 


Jay Slaven’s elbow makes 
contact with the throat of a 
NolelavemUVolnt-]amolcelctii <1 
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og AS EGGS FLEW at the British National 


Party's newly elected MEPs, Nick 
Griffin and Andrew Brons, their clutch 
of burly minders sprang into action. 
The protest on 9 June at a BNP press 
conference following the European 
election was pointless, if amusing. 
However it served to turn the spotlight 
on the BNP’s security team. 

They certainly displayed a willingness 
to dish out violence in defence of their 
leader. The Metropolitan Police said 
they had received several complaints, 
Tarel(UCe|Lare fl |(exef-1d(e)aicwe) mr-sir-10]| re] are AUZO) 
people were taken to hospital. 

Martin Reynolds, who heads BNP 
security, is built like a brick outhouse 
and moves about as fast as one. 
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Waddling like an egg-bound chicken 
with haemorrhoids, Reynolds puffed 
lave pl of-]aiccvo ne (cx ol-l¢-lech voker-lval sle/onnviiia 
his beloved leader. Even Joey Owens, a 
predecessor of Reynolds in the job, 
said on an internet forum “Martin 
Reynolds heart may be in the right 
place but his fitness and powers of 
observation are not”. 

But exhaustion did not stop 
Reynolds attacking several of the 
protesters. Alwyn Deacon, the BNP’s 
new West Midlands organiser, asked 
on Facebook why Reynolds needed 
ivommer-] qaVar-]amme lan) e)¢-1|(-Mme)a ima al] ace =)’ an Xe) 
which Reynolds replied, “They [sic] 
was at least 4 of them who had it stuck 
in them realise [sic] why | had a brolly”. 


Another violent member of the 
Xe [erro ni l-yvasic\Vclamice)aan Breveleliare alul aia 
Essex. Photographic evidence from the 
day shows Slaven delivering a blow 
with his elbow to the throat of a 
protester in her twenties, who needed 
hospital treatment. 

The BNP claims it is not nazi, yet a 
photo album on Slaven’s Facebook 
page, entitled “Forever Brave, Forever 
True, Forever England! St George's 
IBY WaWar@eo)aie-li aioe ole te] <-conm allan ie [AV Lare] 
a Nazi salute with a St George's flag 
draped over his shoulders. 

Slaven stood as a BNP candidate for 
Essex County Council in Chelmsford in 
iE Kierpavelaldakcnrcl(creld(e)ar-larenilaltialcrenial <) 
miserable last place. 
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Jay Slaven and Bernadette Jaggers drag a frightened Nick Griffin away from protesters 
too close for comfort. (right) Martin Reynolds boasts about his violence on Facebook 


He was not the only failed BNP 
candidate from Essex on Reynolds's 
team. Standing in a borrowed suit two 
sizes too big for him, Tony Gladwin 
bicoyanmsilitciare-yva ole) ale marclaVelecer-lave Kelle 
of his depth. 

Gladwin, who is a close friend of 


Slaven and Emma Colgate, the BNP’s 
Thurrock councillor, still lives with his 
mother and it shows. As a BNP 
Cer-aYo|(of-]Coim| alm st-lc1] (o(e) alm reKciam anve)alaaim ats 
fared slightly better than Slaven 
and most of the rest of his party's 
Essex candidates. 


jartin had an umbrella, 
cting rain 


uck in them realise 


Perhaps a surprising security squad 
member in a male dominated BNP 
was Bernadette Jaggers. Looking 
slightly vexed as the eggy mess 
started to congeal in her bottle 
blonde hair, Jaggers was nevertheless 
faate)ccamr-] aul atelan(cmmaaliavel lave MGlaiiilaMmuarela 
standing in a Leigh-on-Sea town 
council by-election as yet another 
ili (exer s]\ arerelave|(efelkon 

Jaggers has become a regular in the 
security squad, prompting speculation 
that Griffin is trying to soften the 
image of his much criticised “Men in 
black”. Judging by the behaviour of 
Slaven and Reynolds, however, the 
security team makeover still has a long 
way to go. 
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European 
round-up 


Jimmie Akesson 
failed to lead his 
Sweden 
Democrats to 
European election 
success 
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Racists fail but 
no room for complacency 


Daniel Poohl reports for EXPO from Stockholm 


THE FAR-RIGHT Sweden Democrats 
(SD) flopped badly in the European 
election, failing to win a single seat. 

Compared to the last general election, 
the SD lost a significant number of 
votes across municipalities, marking the 
first time in recent years that its support 
has slid. However, some caution is 
warranted as the SD’s 3.3% compares 
favourably with its 1.1% in the 2004 
European election. 

That will be scant consolation 
because for this election the SD had 


access to everything it only dreamt of 
before: its own column in the opinion 
polls, money, media space and provision 
for large-scale advertising. 

The discovery by the party's 
increasingly over-confident supporters 
that their party can be stopped came as a 
tremendous shock. On the other hand, 
despite the fall in votes, the result shows 
that the SD’s dream of a seat in the 
Swedish Parliament could yet be realised 
because, while the party had difficulties 
in mobilising all its voters in this 
election, there are still people prepared 
to support it in national elections. 

The consequences for the SD of 
its dismal result will depend on how its 
leadership handles it. Tough questions 
will asked, such why it failed in the face 
of the success of Nick Griffin, the 
British National Party leader. 

But the issue is not so much why the 
far right has advanced elsewhere in 
Europe but why its programme of hate 
and fear has failed to arouse popular 
enthusiasm in Sweden. Initial analysis 
by Swedish anti-fascists of the SD’s 
failure shows that one factor is Sweden’s 
still comparatively strong and relatively 
scandal-free social democracy, which 
is capable of turning the debate on 
subjects such as the economy into 
classical right versus left issues. 

Masses of Swedish voters _ still 
remember the historical roots and role 
of the SD and research indicates that 
parties with their roots in the fascist 
movement have serious difficulties 
in winning voters’ confidence. 

Another factor in _ this 
election was the appearance of a 
novel protest group. The Pirate 
Party gained 7.1% of the vote 
on a platform of abolishing 
copyright laws and making all 
web content free. It not only stole 
votes from the SD but also diverted 
attention from the SD’s main 
campaign issues. The Pirate Party’s 
presence meant more lively debate 
about internet file sharing than about 
halal meat. 

It would be easy to relax and to 
think that the threat from the SD has 
been excised. That would be a big 


- mistake because this time Griffin can 


smile but in the Swedish general 
election in September 2011 it might 
be the SD leader Jimmie Akesson 
looking smug. ~Z 
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THE EUROPEAN ELECTION produced a 
resounding defeat for the far right in 
Poland. Until recently, the extreme- 
right League of Polish Families (LPR) 
was one of the country’s main political 
parties. In the 2004 European election 
it came second with 16% of the vote. 
In 2006-07 it was part of Jaroslaw 
Kaczynski’s government and _its 
leader, Roman Giertych, was Minister 
of Education. 

Following electoral batterings which 
reduced it to a rump of its former self, it 
contested this year’s election under 
the Libertas label, aided by Libertas’s 
founder, the anti-EU Irish millionaire 
Declan Ganley. Despite high hopes for 
a revival, it received a miserable 1.1% 
of the vote and won no seats. 

The result was pitiful despite the 
fact that Polish state television, run 
by the former nazi skinhead Piotr 
Farfal, turned into a virtual Libertas 
propaganda headquarters for weeks 
before election day and broadcast live 
countless press conferences of its 
leaders. Poland's leading intellectuals 
and artists have made numerous calls 
for Farfal’s immediate dismissal. 

Despite Farfal’s assistance, Polish 
voters were not duped by the new 
alias of the LPR and its allied All-Polish 
Youth skinheads. Sometimes they did 


The All-Polish Youth joined with Libertas 


not even bother to try to hide their 
extremist background. For example, 
three days before the election, the 
leaders of the Polish branch of Libertas 
publicly distanced themselves from a 
statement by Ganley promising 
Europe-wide cooperation against 
racism and antisemitism with the 
Simon Wiesenthal Centre. 

On the same day, local Libertas 
supporters proudly posted a video on 
YouTube, showing one of the most 
hilarious moments of the campaign: the 
guitarist and drummer of the nazi 
skinhead band RPOi playing songs by 
Konkwista 88 (the main star of nazi 
white power rock music in Poland), such 
as “White Honour, White Pride” in the 
streets of Lublin as a part of the Libertas 
electoral drive. Passers-by looked 
baffled and the venture brought hardly 


any converts to the cause. 

Other fringe parties fared slightly 
better. The Catholic fundamentalist 
Right of the Republic received 2% and 
the once powerful Self-Defence party 
1.5%. Neither got seats. 

The election was effectively won by 
the ruling centre-right liberal Civic 
Platform, which polled 44.4%, an 
impressive result for a ruling party in 
times of economic crisis. The main 
opposition party, Jaroslaw Kaczynski’s 
Law and Justice (PiS), endorsed by 
David Cameron on his recent visit to 
Warsaw, got 27.4% and 15 of Poland's 
50 seats. It campaigned on a strongly 
anti-German xenophobic platform. 

The PiS has maintained its strategic 
alliance with the Catholic nationalist 
Radio Maryja, which is notorious for its 
antisemitic broadcasts. However, only 
one PiS candidate directly chosen by 
Radio Maryja, Miroslaw Piotrowski, 
was elected. Piotrowski had been 
previously an LPR MEP, but defected to 
the PiS following Radio Maryja’s 
change of political allies. 

The defeat for right-wing extremists 
in Poland results from a number of 
factors, the tireless awareness raising 
campaign by Searchlight’s Polish 
sister organisation the Never Again 
Association being a key element. ~<a 


THE NETHERLANDS Freedom Party breakthrough 


Jeroen Bosch reports from Amsterdam for Alert! and Antifa-Net 


THE RIGHT-WING populist 
Freedom Party (PVV) made its first 
major breakthrough in the European 
Parliament election. 

Although Geert Wilders, the party 
leader, who won 334,846 first 
preference votes, will not take his 
seat in Brussels, his party is poised 
to crash its way into the Dutch 
national parliament. 

Wilders used the European election 
as a test run to measure his support. 
He called on voters to desert the cur- 
rent coalition government of Christian 
Democrats, Social Democrats and 
Christians and to demand that the 
Dutch be put first in European policy 
considerations and that Turkey never 
be allowed to join the EU. 

In an election marked by the lowest 
turnout ever, the PVV attracted 17% of 


the vote and took four of the 
Netherlands’ 25 seats. The result was 
all the more surprising as protest voters 
historically voice their protest by 
staying at home in the European poll. 
When Ireland signs the Lisbon Treaty, 
the Netherlands will have 26 seats, the 
extra one going to the PVV as well. 
Wilders’s call, after the results were 
declared, for the Dutch government to 
stand down immediately and never 
return went unanswered, of course. 
Wilders wants an early general 
election because the PVV currently 
heads the opinion polls. The European 
results bode well for Wilders in next 
year’s local elections. The PVV 
emerged strongest in The Hague and 
in Rotterdam, which is normally a 
secure Social Democrat stronghold. 
The next parliamentary election will 


be held in 2011 and the prospect of a 
Christian Democrat, right-wing 
Liberal and Freedom Party coalition 
government is already on the landscape. 

In the European Parliament, 
however, the PVV_ will remain 
independent of any parliamentary 
group. Although this means it will get 
less funding, less speaking time, less 
access to committees and command 
less influence, the PVV’s confront- 
ational media strategy will make sure 
it grabs headlines. 

The PVV is a win-win situation. 
If its demands are successful it will be 
because of the strength of the party 
and the “justice” of its ideas. If it fails, 
it will be because the EU “monster”, 
the “pro-Turkey lobby” and the hated 
“left church” prevented the realisation 
of its selfish dreams. 
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ITALY Nick Griffin's Italian 
mentor loses seat 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE: FEASCIST . LEADERS 
Roberto Fiore (pictured) of Forza 
Nuova (FN) and Luca Romagnoli 
of Tricolour Flame (FT) have 
lost their seats the European 
Parliament. That leaves only the 
nine MEPs of the Northern League 
with whom the British National 
Party may seek a _ working 
relationship. 

Disappointed at not being 
welcomed by Fiore, his old close 
friend and _ political mentor, 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, has 
sent out signals to the racists of 
the Northern League. “I have had 
unofficial contacts with some 
representatives of this party,” he told 
the Italian press. “We are galvanised 
by the history of its success. Parts of 
our manifestos coincide”. 

The most likely Northern League 
representative to have had contact 
with the BNP is Mario Borghezio, 
the pro-fascist anti-Islam MEP 
who shares platforms with members 
of Fiore’s party. Borghezio has 
retained his European seat. 

Fiore and Romagnoli became 
MEPs after the 2004 election 
thanks to a system of proportional 
voting in Italy that allowed very 
small parties to win seats. Earlier 
this year a new law restricted repre- 
sentation to parties gaining at least 
4% of the national vote. The FN, 
standing independently for the first 
time with Fiore topping the candi- 
dates’ list in all five electoral 
constituencies, received 
0.5% (146,619 votes), 
an increase on last 
year’s general elec- 
tion (108,837 votes) 
but still insignificant 
in relation to the new 
teh resealo. lds 
Romagnolis FT 
fared better with 
0.8% of the national 
vote (244,982) but 
whereas the old sys- 
tem had awarded 
him a seat with 
only 0.7% (236,016 


“Searchlight | July 2009 | 32 


votes), this time he stood no chance 
in spite of an electoral alliance with 
the tiny Social Right group. 

Among Italians in the UK 218 
voted for FT and 129 for FN. 

Paradoxically, the exit from 
Strasbourg of FT and FN permits a 
clearer view of the more general 
advance in Italian politics of fascists 
and racists who have found a home 
in the parties currently governing 
the country. The nearly four million 
Italians who in 2004 voted for the 
now defunct post-fascist National 
Alliance of Gianfranco Fini 
(11.5%) have fused into the People 
of Liberty (PdL) party led by Prime 
Minister Silvio —_— Berlusconi. 
The PdL won 35.3% of the vote and 
will send 29 MEPs to the European 
Parliament. How many of these will 
befriend the BNP is impossible 
to tell but those who look 
sympathetically at FN or FT should 
have no problems in doing so. 

The same applies to the nine 
MEPs of the Northern League, 
which doubled its vote from 5% in 
2004 to 10.2%. Usually classified 
within Italy as a right-of-centre 
party and originally created to seek 
the secession of parts of northern 
Italy from the rest of the country, 
the Northern League is generally 
not regarded as tainted by openly 
fascist or antisemitic _ beliefs. 
It nevertheless proclaims the most 
violent anti-immigrant, anti-Islam 
and homophobic views to be heard 
in Europe today, certainly on a par 
with and at times well beyond 
those of the BNP. Some of its 
members have received prison 
sentences for racism. Griffin has 
sent a signal to the Northern 
League; the idea of working 
with a party that is part 
of a coalition govern- 
ment in a major 
European country 
must appeal to 
him. We shall see 
how _ Borghezio 
and his cronies 
respond. ~@ 


HUNGARY 
Jobbik 
raises anti- 
democratic 
stakes 


From Janosz Malterik in 
Budapest 


Morvai addresses Jobbik victory party 


THE HUNGARIAN FASCIST party Jobbik 
shook Europe by grabbing three of 
Hungary’s 22 seats in the European 
Parliament. 

Although only 36.3% of voters, 
slightly fewer than in 2004, turned out, 
the British National Party's nazi friends 
won 427,213 votes, 14.8%, and 
propelled themselves onto the 
European stage. 

This success makes this bunch of 
fascists with its own uniformed private 
army the country’s third party and 
leaves Hungarian democracy battered 
and bruised. 

There is much to do if Hungarian 
democrats are to reconquer the 
political territory captured by Jobbik. 
The fascists even overhauled the liberal 
Alliance of Free Democrats (SZDSZ) 
which formed a government with 
the Socialists (MSZP) after the 2006 
general election and has supported the 
Socialist minority government since 
spring 2008. In some constituencies, for 
example in Debrecen, Hungary's 
second largest city, Jobbik came 
second in the poll and in a few other 
places it even topped the list. 

After previous elections, analysts 
concluded that Jobbik mainly took 
votes from the larger racial nationalist- 
inclined Fidesz Civic Union (MPSZ) and 
the Christian Democratic People’s Party 
(KDNP). Now, however, it is clear that 
the party also gained in former Socialist 
strongholds, proving that it addressed 
both “national” and “social” voters. 

The Progressive Institute for Political 


Analysis (PIPA) in Budapest drew a 
dramatic comparison with 1939 when 
the nazi Arrow Cross Party fared well in 
exactly the same areas as Jobbik now 
and where voting behaviour has been 
very similar. 

With the support of 56% of the 
electorate, the Fidesz-KDNP alliance 
will be represented as a single entity in 
the European People’s Party group 
in the European Parliament. Both of 
these parties can accurately be 
labelled “Jobbik lite” because their 
value structures barely differ from 
those of the Jobbik fascists. According 
to research by PIPA, as many as 35% of 
Fidesz members would welcome 
Jobbik's presence in the Hungarian 
parliament. 

The same research also indicates 
that the racist mindset that Jobbik 
- and the Fidesz-KDNP alliance - 
represents is anchored in the whole of 
society. More than 60% of people 
questioned in a survey considered 
that Jobbik was not an extreme-right 
party and 10% would even vote for 
Jobbik’s Hungarian Guard private 
army if it were a political party. 

This paramilitary mob, formed two 
years ago, already has nearly 3,000 
members. It was outlawed in 2008 
although according to its founder 
Gabor Vona, president of Jobbik, it is a 
“movement which rises from the hearts 
of humans” and so cannot be banned. 

The Hungarian police seem to share 
that opinion, allowing it to 
demonstrate unchallenged through 


Roma ghettos against “gypsy crime” 
where, according to Jobbik’s vice- 
president Csanad Szegedi, “our money 
pays for gypsies to breed”. 

Another sign of the extent to which 
Hungarian democracy is under strain 
is the fact that a 5,300-strong police 
“trade union” recently cooked up an 
agreement with Jobbik on “law and 
order policies” Judit Szima, the chief of 
this so-called trade union, went on to 
stand as a Jobbik candidate and only 
narrowly missed election to the 
European Parliament. 

If a general election were held now, 
Fidesz, the KDNP and Jobbik together 
would command the support of 
more than 70% of the electorate, 
enough to give them the two- 
thirds majority required to make 
constitutional changes. 

This is not mere speculation. 
Fidesz has hinted repeatedly at 
constitutional changes to remove the 
immunity of the present Cabinet 
members from prosecution. It wants 
the Cabinet to be punished for “neo- 
liberalism’, handing the country to 
“alien high finance and globalisation” 
and “serving foreign interests”. 

The right claims relentlessly that 
the present Hungarian government 
is entangled and enmeshed with 
“alien” interests that correspond to 
the antisemitic so-called “Zionist 
Occupation Government” stereotype. 

Fidesz and the KDNP distance 
themselves slightly from Jobbik 
rhetorically but, at a local level, have 


formed electoral pacts with Jobbik in 
about 200 places. Their rhetoric is 
responsible for the fact that, over the 
past five years, the number of people 
who blame “the communists” and 
“international high finance” - both 
anti-Jewish code words - for their fate 
has doubled. 

It is because of them that the 
extreme right has emerged as a 
serious political force and racist and 
antisemitic rhetoric is now in daily use. 
An especially vile example of this filth 
was the message from Krisztina 
Morvai, now a Jobbik MEP though not 
a party member, to Hungarian Jews a 
few days before the election. 

“| would be greatly pleased if those 
who call themselves proud Hungarian 
Jews played in their leisure with their 
tiny circumcised d***s, instead of 
besmirching me,’ she said. “Your kind 
of people are used to seeing all of our 
kind of people stand to attention and 
adjust to you every time you fart. 
Would you kindly acknowledge this is 
now OVER. We have raised our head 
up high and we shall no longer 
tolerate your kind of terror. We shall 
take back our country.” 

Because of the permanent 
atmosphere of hatred and _ fear 
generated also by Fidesz and the 
KDNP, there are frequent assaults on 
Roma people and on left-wing and 
liberal politicians, including arsons 
and the murder of eight Roma people. 
Jobbik will ensure that the Jews 
are next. 


ep 


sERMANY Fascists poll badly 


By Michael Klein for Antifa-Net in Berlin 


TWO FAR-RIGHT PARTIES 
contested the European election but 
both failed miserably. The German 
People’s Union (DVU), which is allied 
with the nazi National Democratic 
Party (NPD) in the so called Pact for 
Germany, polled a mere 0.4% (111,631 
votes) nationwide, while the Republican 
Party (REP) took 1.3% (347,897 votes), 
considerably less than the 1.9% 
(485,662) it achieved five years ago. 

The poor showing of both fascist 
parties came as no surprise for anti- 
fascists. While the REP was relatively 
dynamic under the leadership of the 
former Waffen-SS-member Franz 
Schonhuber in the late 1980s and early 
1990s, it has lost activists, voters and 
its political way over the years by 
distancing itself from openly nazi 
circles. Its attempt to dress itself up as a 
potential coalition partner to the 
conservative parties failed and the party 
has ended up as a largely local 
organisation in some parts of Bavaria, 
Baden-Wirttemberg and Hessen. 

The Pact for Germany is an 
arrangement under which the DVU and 
NPD agree to share out some elections 
to avoid rivalry. While the DVU under 
its long-time former leader, the 
millionaire Gerhard Frey, often poured 
considerable money into its campaigns 
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Matthias Faust, DVU leader, with Udo Voigt 


and distributed large quantities of 
posters, this time the party campaigned 
for just a couple of days before polling 
day. Patrick Brinkmann, founder of the 
Continent Europa Foundation, who 
recently joined the DVU, has not yet 
given it a cash transfusion. 

Even in Brandenburg, where the 
DVU holds six seats in the state 
parliament, its support stayed at 1.7% 
(10,601 votes), a very disappointing 
result to those parts of the German far 
right that hope to turn the party, under 
its new leader Mathias Faust, into an 
alternative for people fed up with the 
scandals and feuds raging in the NPD. 

The election for the Brandenburg 
parliament in late September 2009 will 
be decisive for the DVU. If it can gain 
seats for a third time, it will still have a 
role in the future development of the 
German far right. Otherwise it stands 
to fade further. 


Mixed result 
for National 
adil 


Jean-Yves Camus 
reports from Paris 


JEAN-MARIE LE PEN’S National 
Front (FN) won just 6.3% in the 
European election. Its vote collapsed 
from 1,684,792 in 2004 to 1,091,681 
in a very low poll. 

Its three seats, down from seven in 
the last parliament, will be occupied 
by Le Pen himself, his daughter and 
would-be successor Marine Le Pen 
and Bruno Gollnisch, friend of the 
British National Party. 

Le Pen had expected his party to 
retain its seats and match its 2004 
result of 9.8%, but it seems that for the 
first time in its history it was damaged 
by abstentions, instead of benefiting 
from them. 

The FN also deluded itself into 
thinking that those people who had 
deserted the party in 2007 to vote for 
President Sarkozy would return in the 
European election. This did not 


FRANCE 
New kid on 
far-right 
block fails 


From Tazin Paris 
for Reflex and 
Antifa-Net 


THE EUROPEAN Parliament 
election signalled the 
appearance of a new and 
potentially dangerous 
formation on the extreme 
right with the emergence, 
just weeks before polling 
day, of the so-called Anti- 
Zionist List (LA). 

This ragbag, led by the 
black racist “comedian” 
Dieudonné, the former 
leftist Alain Soral and Yahia 
Gouasmi, the head of the 
virulently antisemitic Anti- 
Zionist Party (PAS), entered 
the campaign in lle de 
France, the region around 
Paris, as standard bearers of 
the far right alongside the 
National Front (FN) and the 
Party of France (PF). 

Unlike the FN and PF, the 


LA brings together far-right 
activists - many of them 
former FN and Renouveau 
Frangais (French Renewal) 
members - and _ Islamists 
to make common cause 
against Jews. Other backers 
of the new party included 
Holocaust deniers, a 
pseudo-libertarian 
screenplay writer, — pro- 
Serbian Catholic fundamen- 
talists and the leader of a 
weird sect called Politics 
of Life. 

As well as __ fighting 
“Zionism’, the party tried 
to exploit a rising tide of 
social problems resulting 
from immigration, especial- 
ly among young people. 
Relying mainly on forces 
mobilised by the PAS, 
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Dieudonné and his troops 


carried out a_ targeted 
campaign, adapting their 
political style to local char- 
acteristics. In towns with 
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sELG Extremists suffer 
electoral nightmare 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/ 
Verzet-Résistances in Brussels 


THE EUROPEAN AND regional 
elections on 7 June were no less than 
a catastrophe for right-wing 
extremism on both sides of the 
country’s linguistic divide. Flemish 
Interest (VB), the once so successful 
extreme-right party, lost one of its 
three MEPs and has seen its vote fall 
by one third over the past five years. 

In the European election the VB 
polled 16% of Flemish votes, 
compared to 23.2% in 2004. It has 
lost out to the “moderate” nationalist 
New Flemish Alliance (N-VA) and the 
right-wing liberal populist Dedecker 
List, which both made big gains. 
Bart De Wever, the charismatic leader 
of the N-VA, observed that his party’s 
good result means that Flemish 
nationalism can finally shed its nasty, 
undemocratic, image. 

Support for the VB slumped even 
more dramatically in the regional 
elections, from 24% in 2004 to 15.3% 
now. The party has lost 11 regional MPs 
and around €4.2 million (43.75 million) 
in state subsidies for the next five years. 

The VB is now trailing behind the 
Christian Democrats (CD&V) and, 
with the same popular support as 
the Liberal Democrats (VLD) and the 
Socialists (SPA), has been pushed back 
to its early 1990s level. 

The VB made heavy losses in its 
traditional strongholds in the Antwerp 
region, while in the Brussels region it 
lost more than 60% of its 2004 vote 
and half its elected representatives. 
Johan Demol, a former police officer 
and leader of the VB in Brussels, 
launched a bitter attack on the party’s 
leadership as soon as the electoral 
catastrophe became clear. The position 
of the party’ president Bruno 
Valkeneniers has weakened enormously 
and some observers predict a takeover 
by the hardcore nationalists in the party. 

The far-right parties in Wallonia 
fared little better. The reformed 
National Front (FN) lost all its MPs in 
the Brussels and Wallonia regional 
parliaments and will now have no state 
subsidies and resources to fall back on. 
The smaller far-right parties scored 
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Unsuccessful VB poster 


ridiculous results, such as the 0.1% for 
the nazi activists of “Nation” in Brussels. 
The various FN  split-offs that 
contested the regional elections also got 
only a handful of votes. 

The biggest surprise, perhaps, was 
that the FN came nowhere near the 5% 
threshold in the European election. 
Its list only received the support of 3.4% 
of voters in Wallonia and Brussels, 
compared to 7.4% in 2004, meaning 
it has lost more than half its support. 
This dismal result is a time bomb 
waiting to explode within the FN. 

The rival Wallonia First did much 
better than expected but convinced only 
1.5% of the French-speaking electorate. 

The elections leave Belgium 
politically divided. Flanders voted right, 
Wallonia voted left while in 
the Brussels region the VLD held the 
winning hand, though its substantial 
losses elsewhere prompted the 
resignation of the party's Flemish 
leader, Bart Somers. 

The Green party did very well in 
Wallonia, pushing the Walloon left over 
the 50% barrier, whereas the left- 
wing parties in Flanders - a mix 
of socialists, ecologists, social-liberals 
and communists — attracted combined 
support of barely 25%. 

The formation of the regional 
parliaments will be a very complex 
process, especially in Flanders, and the 
impact of these results on the federal 
government will be huge. Given the 


imbalance between the regional and - 


the federal levels and the significant 
differences between Flanders and 
Wallonia, new federal elections might 
come soon. 


International 


NORWAY 
Holocaust © 
denier 
cashesin 
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DAVID IRVING, the Holocaust denying writer 
caused controversy in Norway in May after 
calling off a lecture in Lillehammer and 
pocketing £4,500 for a cancelled hotel booking. 

Irving was to have spoken at the city’s annual 
literature festival. This is not the first time that he 
has caused a stir in connection with this event. 

Last year a row broke out when the organisers 
invited him to speak on “truth”. 

The announcement of his invitation was met 

with public uproar, culminating in its 

withdrawal and the resignation of the 
festival's coordinator. 

Early in May, the media started speculating 
about whether Irving would speak at this year’s 
festival. Much of the extensive media coverage 
was uncritical and anti-fascists started to prepare 

a hostile reception for him. 

On 26 May, Irving, who received a three-year 
prison sentence in Austria in 2006 for denying the 
Holocaust, turned up in Oslo and was whisked off to 
the studios of Norway's biggest commercial channel, 
TV2, to be interviewed by a less than knowledgeable 
journalist for a full 20 minutes. He was then driven back to 
the airport to return to London. 

It was later revealed that TV2 had paid his airfare for the 
interview and that he had called off his lecture claiming 
that the police could not provide security. It then turned 
out that he had booked a room at the Rica Hotel in 
Lillehammer but the hotel had cancelled his booking, 
paying him £4,500 compensation. 

Needless to say, a very smug Irving was able to proclaim 

“mission accomplished, | have spoken on national TV” to 
the media waiting at Oslo airport. 

Meanwhile, after a long period of inactivity, two racist 
parties have crawled out of the woodwork to contest 
Norway's parliamentary election in September. 
Norgespatriotene (NP) and Vigrid have collected the requisite 
500 signatures in each county to stand for election. Although 
this is hardly a demonstration of strength, it does go some 
way to providing these fascists with the legitimacy they crave. 

Idiotically, the former general secretary of the Norwegian 

Labour Party, Marin Kolberg, has publicly stated that he will 
debate with them “because they are part of democracy”. 
Equally idiotically, the Norwegian Culture Minister, Trond Giske, 
took part in a TV debate with the NP’s leader, @yvind Heian, on 
whether he should be allowed to burn the Koran on the newly 
established Free Channel, which gives all organisations television 
time. This was the first time that the leader of a loony right- 
wing fringe group has been allowed to discuss his twisted 
. views with a government minister. 
The NP seems determined to raise its profile after 
staging a counter-demonstration together with Stop 
the Islamisation of Norway (SIAN) against 35 
organisations marching to protest at harassment 
of Muslims. The NP boasts that it will step up its 

activities, which could lead to a hot summer on 
__ the streets of Oslo. 

Nevertheless, the NP, Vigrid and SIAN area 
_ long way from revitalising the rather 
| pathetic fascist scene in Norway and 
to accept £4,500 | cannot surmount the obstacle presented 
compensation from by the anti-immigrant populist Progress 
Rica Victoria Hotels of | Party which for several years has been 
Lillehammer for the | amore respectable home for 


David Irving. 
Inset: Irving's company 
Parforce UK Ltd agreed 


cancelled booking _ Norway's racists. ~= 


GERMANY 
Nazis make gains 
in local elections 


By Jens Breuer for Der Rechte 
Rand and Antifa-Net in Hanover 


THE NATIONAL Democratic Party (NPD) 
made big gains in local elections in seven of 
Germany’s federal states on 7 June, especially in 
its eastern strongholds of Saxony, Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, Thiringen and Sachsen-Anhalt, 
where it now has 176 seats compared to 37 
before the election. 

Before the election the NPD held one seat on 
a small council in Thiringen, ten in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, two in Sachsen- 
Anhalt and 24 in Saxony, the first region where 
the party employed its new electoral strategy at 
the end of the 1990s. 

The NPD’s objective since then has been to 
build its party structure from bottom to top. 
The first stage is to win local elections and show 
voters that it is the right party for “political 
change”, by which it means a total change of 
the system, the elimination of democracy 
and the installation of national socialism. 

The nazis will interpret the election results as 
a small step down the path to those objectives. 
The party now has 21 seats on councils in 
Thiiringen, 55 in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
where it won 60,098 votes, 19 in Sachsen- 
Anhalt and 73 in Saxony where it trebled its 
number of seats and won 107,435 votes. 

The party emerged from its racist, anti- 
foreigner and bogus leftist campaign with 
council seats in some of Germany's major 
cultural cities including Leipzig, Weimar, 
Dresden, Schwerin, Rostock and Erfurt. 

Even so, the NPD had expected to do better in 
Thiringen, where voters will elect a new regional 
parliament on 30 August. In the run-up to that 
election, the party plans to stage two big events 
with leading nazi speakers and White Power 
bands. One will be an open air rally in Gera on 11 
July at which Michael Regener, the lead singer of 
the infamous criminally convicted band Landser, 
will perform with his new group the Lunikoff 
Verschworung (Lunikoff Conspiracy), a reference 
to his own nickname and role in Landser. 

The NPD is less strong in western Germany. 
In Saarland, the NPD lost two of its five seats but 
took three in Rheinland-Pfalz, where it previously 
had none. In that region and in Baden- 
Wiirttemberg, for which the full results were not 
available at the time of writing, Germany’s other 
far-right group, the Republican Party (REP), has 
traditionally been stronger. Before the election, 
the REP had 38 seats in Baden-Wiirttemberg and 
44 in Rheinland-Pfalz. ~<a 
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International 


RUSSIA Teenagers carry out nine in ten race 
crimes in St Petersburg 


From Ulyana Bobrova in Moscow 


RUSSIA NOW HAS nearly 200 active 
extremist groups with around 10,000 
members, according to figures from the 
Russian chief public prosecutor's office 
in Moscow released at the end of May. 

“In recent years, we have observed a 
constant rise in the number of criminal 
offences that can be described as hate 
crimes,” commented Vyacheslav Sizov, 
head of the department that monitors 
the enforcement of federal security laws. 

“In 2008 there were 460 criminal 
offences committed by right-wing 
extremists but in the first four months 
of the current year there have already 
been 187,” Sizov continued. 

The public prosecutor’s office is 
responsible for both reporting and 
acting against right-wing extremism. 
Two weeks before Sizov’s statement, his 
opposite number in St Petersburg, 
Andrei Lavrenko, named a number of 
right-wing extremist organisations that 
have a leading role in racist violence in 
the city. 

“All extremist attacks in St Petersburg 
can be traced back to the ideas of neo- 
nazism,” he said, “and are, in the 
overwhelming majority of cases, 
committed by members of informal 
youth gangs linked to the Slavic Union, 
the Slavic Community, the Movement 
Against Illegal Immigration (DPNI) and 
the Russian People’s Resistance.” 
According to Lavrenko, 90% of racist 
crimes are committed by people aged 14 
to 18, while the adults who organise these 
young people often escape prosecution. 

He added that the authorities are 
currently investigating a number of 
sports clubs in the city because they 
often serve as an organising focal point 
for extreme-right groups. As a result, 
14 young nazis were arrested at a club 
managed by one of the organisers of the 
annual far-right “Russian marches”, 
Lavrenko said. 

One of the organisations prominent 
in organising the Russian marches is the 
DPNI. At the beginning of June, a court 
in the Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk 
jailed Leonid Ikonnikov, the DPNI’s 
local leader, for six years. The heavy 
sentence appears to have been imposed 
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The DPNI recruits young, but perhaps not as young as these two 


not so much for Ikonnikov’s vicious 
assault on a migrant from the Caucasus 
but for his violent attack on a policeman 
in the same incident. 

The former national leader of the 
DPNI, Alexander Belov, picked up 
an 18-month sentence at a Moscow 
court for antisemitic incitement. 
The conviction was for an incident at the 
“Russian march” on 4 November 2007 
when Belov told the right-wing mob: 
“You are the real power, not those 
who wrap themselves in the Torah”. 
Belov resigned as chairman of the DPNI 
as a result of the proceedings but the 
group was already in the throes of a split. 

The DPNI is not the only nationalist 
outfit in trouble. Recently the National 
Great Power Party (NDPR) lost not 
only its charismatic chief Alexander 
Sevastyanov but also a portion of its 
political influence. However the decline 
of the DPNI, NDPR and other groups 
has not produced a corresponding 


decrease in racist violence. 

Police treatment of victims of racist 
violence adds to the problem. A prime 
example of the contradiction between the 
outrageous behaviour of the police and 
the more positive image that the public 
prosecutors’ offices try to foster is a case 
that occurred in Moscow last October. 

Three men, two of whom were 
Uzbeks — one a Russian citizen — and 
the other Belorussian, had been 
violently attacked by young nazis at a 
suburban station. When the police 
arrived, they spent far more time 
intimidating the victims than tackling 
the nazis. The three were manhandled 
at a local police station, then a few days 
later the nazis were allowed to press 
charges against the victims for the 


. alleged theft of a mobile telephone. 


As far as the police were concerned, 
the “theft” was all that mattered, 
while the attack on the three victims 
was regarded as irrelevant. ~= 
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| During the last two weeks of May the HOPE not 
hate bus, backed by the Daily Mirror set off for its 
third election campaign tour of the country. 
Starting in central London, it made its way 
through Dagenham, Leicester, Coventry, 
Birmingham, Nottingham, Sheffield, Leeds, 
County Durham and Newcastle before spending 
five days in the North West. There it visited 
Crosby, Liverpool, St Helens, Manchester and 
Oldham, finishing back in the West Midlands in 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

The bus joined HOPE not hate activists 
campaigning against the BNP with non-party 
political community and school events. We were 
also backed en route by celebrities from the 
world of music, TV and the stage. 

One of the highlights of the tour was a visit to 
the Crosby music festival, which this year 
adopted the theme of HOPE not hate. Over 
three days almost 30,000 people enjoyed music, 
poetry and speeches — all basked in glorious 
sunshine. The highlight of the weekend for 
many was the Liverpool group The Real Thing. 
Against the backdrop of the music hundreds of 
local people signed up to deliver the HOPE not 
hate newspaper in their local neighbourhoods. 

It was not all so simple though. In County 
Durham the BNP showed its true side when 
leading members, including a European election 
candidate, threatened, intimidated and abused 
HOPE not hate supporters. 

The bus was joined in Manchester by comedian 
Eddie Izzard, who took time out from his UK 
tour to spend an afternoon with Gisela 
Feldman, a Jewish woman who was forced 
to flee Nazi Germany in 1938, and Ken 
Reilly, a D-Day veteran from Sheffield. 
Travelling together on the bus to the 
Imperial War Museum, the three warned 
about the dangers of a BNP victory. 
Their conversations formed the basis 
of our eve-of-poll video email, which 
was sent to over 600,000 people, 
making it the largest single political 
* 7%) email in UK history. 


The HOPE not hate campaign would 
like to thank the Daily Mirror for its 
ongoing support and Unite the Union 

for making this tour possible through 


